ADAM MALDONADO
JULY 19, 1979

I was born in the year 1909 July 24, 1909, here in Wil sen-
burg. And I'm 70 years ol d.

Frances: And this the story of your famly right, You
just tell us your story.

Adam Well you see ny grandnother's grandfather conmin in-
to this country in the year 1848. Hi s nanme was Lorenzo Romero,
and was one of the first inhabitants of this Valley.

Frances: Then Wat ?

Adam Then he honmesteaded this sanme place in the year of
1873. Thats when Col orado becane a State.

Frances: Where did he come from Tell us about your an-
cestors in the book Adam How they came here in what years?

Adam My ancestors cane to this country from Spain in the

year of 1868. My grandfather, thru nmy fathers side was Victorio
Mal danado. And he was born in Taos, New Mexico. And he noved
over here when ny grandfather, Manuel Mdl and was 12 yr. ol d.
That was in |let ne get nmy book? They used to go to school, a
spani sh school. They used to have spani sh school

Frances: Were was the Spanish school ?

Adam Well down here at ny grandpa' s, What year was ny

grandpa born. My grandpa was born, thats ny nothers father. MWy
great grandpa was Victorio Mal danado and his son Manuel Mal donado
that was my grandpa, he was born in 1859. He had 2 brothers one
by the nane of Canuto Mal donado. Jose Juan De Di os Ml donado.

And see ny grandfather married ny grandma her nane was Col ecita
Mal donado that was she was the daughter of Lucas Marques. Yea
thats right. They was all honmesteaders here. Here on this ranch
here ny grandnothers. G andfather Lorenzo Mal donado he honestead-
ed this ranch here. And his brother honesteaded right here where
we live and his other brother honmesteaded right down bel ow here.
Each one had 160 acres. But when nmy Great Grandfather came to
this country you know the Indians used to bother theman awful lot. -
They used to steal everything they could. They lived off of the
Spani ards. They'd steal goats, horses, cattle, everything they
Could to survive. But the Indians never did |live here. They

used to live in Taos. This country was to cold. So every sum

mer they'd cone over here in Spring along in April and then in
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the fall they'd go back to Taos. So one tinme you know when mny
grandf at her kind a got fet up, because they used to nake cheese,
Goat cheese they had a bunch of goats and they used to nmeke that
cheese. And they used to have dug outs you know they never had
houses. They had dugouts like cellars thats where they used to
live. When they first came here. So when ny great grandfather

got ki nda mad cause the Indians used to conme over here from

Mestas we called it Baldy, thats where they used to canp, them

I ndi ans was Navaj os. So when every norning about 9-10 o’ cl ock.
they'd come down here and they used to run the old Spaniards off
their huts and the Indians would take over their hide out. and
they used to drink that junket and so grandfather kept thinking
what he could do to keep the Indians fromdoing it, they couldn't
make cheese because they'd drink the junket. So one day he said

' m gonna grind sonme soap weed, you know what we call Calla visit-
as that soap weed you know you seen themlittle things |ike balls.
like that they grow on Great big plants |ike punpkins plants so

he grind a lot of themand put it on this junket, So when the In-
di ans conme the next follow ng day. Well there used to be 30 or 40

I ndi ans, you know all with bows and arrows and the Spani ards just
maybe a handful of themthey used to run away. You know and they
woul d go hide down the river sonetinmes up on the hill. and they
used to have a dug, out right over here (points) so when the In-
dians conme in they run for the hills and the Indians went and drank
the junket after they got out of there you know the Spaniards us-
ed to keep an eye on them see fromunder over the hill they got on
their horses and pretty soon you know one got off the horse you see
they got and awful diherrea with that junket | nean that Calivisitas
You know we used to call it that soap weed and pretty soon anot h-
er Indian got off, another, before you know it all the Indians
were off their horses. So what happened they never cane back

no more. A couple years later the Indian Chief was a good friend

of ny grandpas and my grandpa told himhow cone we don't see you
no nmore. Well he says you know what? You white people want to

kill ny people. He says how conme | never killed none of your
people. He said we was always friends. He said you put sonething
inthe mlk. And we all pertnear died, They never cane back and

bot hered no nore see, that was it. But you know in themearly

days we got a picture of the school that was built in 1885 or 1883.
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I think and maybe one of these days if you want to put it in the
paper or take a picture of it the showis to you. So you can take
a photo of it.

Frances: |1'd |like to.

Adam My father went to that school. H s nanme was Amarante

and he went to the 4th grade, he never went past the 4th grade.
Thats all the education he had. But you know themold tiners you
know t hey were actually, naturally smart, they didn't have to have
too much school. My father could figure anything, better than we
can and | went to school all the way thru school but never, he
never went to school. They | earned the hard way, by experience
because experience is a better teacher than college.

Frances: Thats right.

Adam Say you know he attended school here and so did ny,

aunts & my uncles and ny grandnothers father homesteaded up here
by where Prichards place was up above Julian. From Julian Pacheco
up used to belong to ny grandfather right there where Julian lives
ny great grandfathers brother honesteaded there. Hi s nane was

Juan De Di os Mal donado, it wasn't Mal donado it was Bal donado. and
then in the years it was the year of 1913 or 1914 | think. They
changed the B to the Minstead of being Bal donado they were Ml -
donados but they used to be Bal donados.

Frances: And your ancestors all canme from Spain

Adam Yes they all cane from Spain the Ml donados cane to

this country in 1668, and the Marques cane to this country in 17-
sonmething. | forget exactly, but in the year 17- the Marques

thru my grandnothers side. So you see this their honmes they cone
first to Texas and then from Texas they inm grated El Paso but
nostly they followed the Rio Grande and cone to Santa Fe. The

bi ggest share of them The first settlenent in New Mexico was

in Santa Fe and then they cone north to Taos you see. The big-
gest share of ny ancestors lived in Taos, yea all the Martinez lets
see | you see this the discover of New M xico took place. In the
year of 1540 to 1697 and in the year of 1535-36. Cabeza De Vaca
came in and in the year 1540-42 Coronado cane in the year 1581
The Friar Agustine Roanguez in the year 1582-1583 the Espero cane
in the Conquest of Juan De Qato in Santa Fe. That was pal vador

in 1613-1692-1696 Di ego de Vargas cane in. In the year 1822

New Mexi co was nade an Anmerican province. The Ranchio De Rio
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Grande Anericano thats what they used to call it see because that
was Anerica already. In Anmericano in the year 1975 was, approved
by the american governnent in 1872 in was surveyed the state of
New Mexi co. You see ny grandfather was Lorenzo Romero and he had
5 sisters. He was Youtardo, Rosita, Carmilita, Maria Rita, and
Franci scata. And you see here is where this was their children
Qut of Rosita there was Antonio Romero. Romancita Sel adove, Neves
Letarga, Taht was all fromone of the girls, right here we got
each one of themand their famlies, so nmy grandfather Lorenzo
honest eaded right there where Frawks at. He cone in there in 1848
and he honesteaded in 1873 thats when Col orado becane a state.
Frances: How many acres was that?

Adam |60. There was 160 there and 160 here Antonti o Ronero

was the one that honesteaded right here where we live. And his

br ot her honest eaded down here where Jr Renolds |ives, Just across
the fence that was another 160 acres. You see where Julian lives
my grandfather ny great grandfather Lucas Marques homest eaded 160
acres, And over there where Cl aude Harrison lives you know where
Claule Harrison lives? Where you take that Valley road that place
to your left that was honesteaded by my great grandfather my grand-
not her s grandf at her Lucas Marques.

Well the old settlers here they didn't have they growed every-
thing garden, corn, punpkins and they used to save and preserve
everything for the winter. They used to have. They didn't bring
any cattle here until way back in 1880-1885 they brought cattle
from New Mexico but nostly they used have goats and sheep

That used to be there neat. They used to eat nothing but mneat

and vegetabl es of course what ever they growed on the farms, but
they used to plow with the wood plows, they used to cultivate with
the ox. My grandfather ny father's father Manuel Mal donado he was
a freighter with ox they used to freight from Puebl o and down
there from Kansas all the way to Taos, Del Norte and them pl aces
wi th ox.

Frances: What did they Haul ?

Adam Flour fromsaw mlls, corn, beans whatever they

didn't grow here they used to freight it in see but they

used to freight it with ox. My grandfather used to go from here
down to Des and all them places way down bel ow. Col orado Springs
on foot in the winter tinme. Wwen he didn't have nothing to do
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he used to go do there and herd sheep on the flats and he used

to wald fromhere. One day fromhere to Pueblo he'd sleep in
Puebl o and the next day he'd hike fromthere all the way. That

was a long journey. You see the people here nostly never was

too quarrel sonme only every once in a while they'd get sonebody
from sonmepl ace el se and he used to cone over here. He used get

in trouble, because there used to be trouble rmakers somepl ace el se
so they'd cone over here and give these people here trouble.

Frances: Hidin fromthe | aw huh?

Adam Yea they used to kill ox I mean kill cows, ox but you

know the one thing that was interesting to ne was how they cane
to call it whippin cream You know they used to drive these ox
cows, cattle, bulls, steers they used to nmake ox out of steers,
bulls cows, and they used to freight with them and at ni ght they
un hitch emthey'd whip themall day and at night they'd unhitch
themand nmilk the cows and drink the mlk and | used to tell ny
Grandpa is this why they call it whipping cream Thats right.
They used to whip that old cow all day long pullin the wagons and
at night unhitch the cowand mlk it and drink the mlk. Boy it
was amazing. | was tellin em1 don't know how cruel you can get
but that the way they lived. On the when the railroad started

| got a history there in the abstract when the railroad started
they used to haul ties fromhere to Pueblo when they got the rail -
road started out of Pueblo this way. They used to haul ties from
here to Pueblo with ox they never started usin horses until oh
about the year 1885. That when ny dad was born. and thats when
they started using horses to plow, horses to haul wagons stuff
like that but back fromthere they used to use ox they used to
use ox they used to farmwith ox and they see the Indians used
to follow this river. Like Cucharas all the way down way down

bel ow by Bents Fort way down there by Pueblo and they used to
follow the river the Indians in the sunmer time in the winter
time they'd curl up and go down to Taos to warmer climate. See
the Indian never was a very cold climate nman. The Spani ards was
you know they used to stay here in the winter tine. But in the
year of 1872 they had a terrific drought it killed everything.
Killed Cattle, sheep everything died of starvation that summer
they never had a drop of water never rained, nothin, so the fol-
lowing spring that was in 1873 that winter they had 6 ft. snow



ADAM MALDONADO ( PAGE 6)

Burried everything and that ended the drought. So in the Spring
they had to go down to Taos and Santa Fe and Bring houses, & Cat-
tle, back to start all over again. Se so that was understood you
know still then they didn't have any horses then they had the
horses to ride but no horses to plow or haul wagons or stuff I|ike
that that was in 1873 thats when they had the big drought in 1873.
But after that well the first 1883 they started buildin schools.
Prior to that they had the first Spanish schools but after that
they had the English. They started to talk in

Frances: What were the Spanish schools |ike?

Adam Well just |ike the schools now they used to have at

home they used to nmake a room and the kids the smartest one of

the tribe used to teach the rest of em WelIl the teachers never
went to school thenselves, but they was orginally naturally smart.
And they coul d see thensel ves capabl e of teaching sonebody el se.
So they volunteered but the first teacher that cane to start teach-
ing here was in Spanish. They had Spani sh books, fromthe prinmary
to the 4th after the 4th they didn't have no nore books. But they
had the primary, first grade well they had the first grade no pri-
mary. | st grade 2nd, 3rd & 4th. Because | renenber seeing them

ny grandnother had the origi nal books. She should have saved them
One of ny cousins she stayed with ny grannother till she died she
burned them

Frances: Oh! what a shanme. They'd be pricel ess today.

Adam It's a shame thats right. Thats where ny grandna star-

ted learning me ny first Spanish. | |earned Spanish. | |earned
Spani sh in the |Ist books. Cause see | had to |earn the al phabet.
(He recites the Spanish al phabet) See thetas the al phabet in Span-
ish. But | never took Spanish in school. | took Latin in school
because | knew Spani sh and Spanish is a ot harder than Latin, if
you want to learn it right. Because Spanish is a very broken up

| anguage. Its a lot harder than Latin. Yea So | took 2 years 3
years Latin in School and Spanish | already knew before I went to
school. My grandna used to teach ne Spanish.

Frances: They taught Spanish in school till then didn't they?

Adam Yea that was the only |anguage around until back in

like | say back in the first American teacher that came in here
I'd say the first white man that started teaching here was about
1885. 1890 thats when the American | nmean this English started
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conmin in. You see there was no Italian, no slaves, no Gernans,
here in this country until about the year 1880 thats when the
first Dutch. They used to call them Dutch, but the only inhabit-
ants in this country was Spanish that was the first people that
came to this country. And of course later on the English start
comn in and they start speaking English instead of Spanish. and
t he Spani sh people started |earning English in School, but before
1885-1880 they was all Spanish yea. So then when the first schoo
started they had school up here, and they had an English teacher
he was from Engl and. His name was Harry Weise one of the | st
teachers in this school here. That was ny grandnothers sister

My great aunt. Her husband. She married Harry Wise. So he's

the first. | got the picture and hes on that picture and | think
it was 1883-1885. 1890 when they took that picture and hes one
the first English teacher Harry B. Wi se.

Frances: So you didn't have nmuch to do with the Indian?
They didn't visit you or.

Adam Well oh yea when the first English people canme to this
country. They had to associat with the Spanish because thats the
only thing you know could you see the old man Fred Wal sen he cane
out here on foot he was just like a fur trader he was a fur trader
t hen when he went back East back to Chicago sonmepl ace and he nar-
ried a white wonan and she came over her and when they had their
first child a fella by the name of Sal azar they he wasn't even a
Catholic but they accepted hima a God father to the chlld and he
christined that Fred Wal sen the 2nd he Chri stened him and give
hima $1,000. He was rich he was a sheep man and they had a | ot

of nmoney. He gave hima $1,000. The followi ng year this Ms.

Wal sen had another one and he they invited M. Salazar again and
he take them anot her $1,000 so thats $2,000. A thousand dollars
in them days was a | ot of nobney. So he started a store. The

old Wal sen trading store, they used to |like the Spanish people.
the white man is a likes the spani sh people. But then cane the
Italian people. The Italian people and the Spani sh people, are
one and the sanme breed. But they don't |ike each other. They

must have sone difference years, centuries ago and they don't

i ke each other.

Frances: Because the | anguages are sinmular aren't they?

Adam Its, they the same country. but when
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the tower of Babal on, when God changed the | anguages, and they
started scattering. The Spani sh people went to Spain and the
Italian people stayed right where they built the tower of Bab-

al on and you know they separated, because they didn't understand
each other. and they took a grudge agai nst each other. and there
nei ghbors. Spain you know and Italy are nei ghbors but they don't
i ke each other, and | don't know why. Yea its a funny thing tho.
But you see the white man, what we call a white man ia a English
man and the English man you know he, they |iked the Spani sh people
but Iike the the Slavish people, the polish people, the German
peopl e. The French people the French Italian, & Spanish are one
and the sanme kind of people see but they don't |ike each other
See ny Great grandfather wasn't born in Spain. He was born in
France. But he always took his Spani sh descent and he didn't

want to be a Frenchman so he always said he was Spani sh but he
was born in France.

Frances: What kind of laws were there. Were there any?
Laws or | awren?

Adam Well when this Col orado becane a State and before

that. They used to have judges. They appointed a man from a-
nong the crowd and he had to judge. He was one fella who had the
best judgnent and they used to appoint himas a judge. And he
used to settle the difference or find the one that was guilty.
When they used to come to court. They had a court, you know they

had a roomin the same house and they used to cone to trail, and
they used to well, they never had jails. They never had jails
till the first settlers there in Wal senburg. You know the first

settlere that settled there in Wal senburg then they built a jai
there. But other than that they never had jails.

Frances: How what did they do to them Just.?

Adam They used to punish themthey'd tie emup or like an
animal with a rope or chain so they couldn't get away thats the
way they used to punish them

Frances: Either that or hang em huh?

Adam Either that or hang themthats right

Frances: Kinda nean people?

Adam Oh well the ones just |ike now they never done justice.

Sone of the grandfather himny great grandfather
thru ny fathers side. They see those people from



ADAM MALDONADO ( PAGE 9)

Mexi co even them used to come over here from Mexi co and you know
that one of ny great grandfathers son-in-law, he used to be a
stinker, and he was a thorobred Mexican he came from Mexico. You
see the Mexican is a breed between Indian, Navajo and the Chero-
kee's Indian and a Spanish thats what they are. Theres no such a
thing as a, well you see the Indians. You know what the Indians
was a Russian, they came to this Country way back in the year

13 or 14 sonething. See they came on foot, they passed over here
on foot thru Al aska. And when they cane to this country thru

that Bering Strait. See they becane savages because there was no
civilization. They nmade there own | aws and everything. See and
they made tribes you know, One chief over here one chief over
there. He used to call his tribe what ever he wanted but they r
was origianally Russians. Wll not |ike Bo-Johns, Slovacks and
stuff like that. You know them other Countries that inhabit

East Asia, and then when the Spanish canme in they tied a knot to-
get her you know and they forned the Mexican, the Mexican is a
breed between a Spanish and an I ndian. And them Aztecs, thats a
bad breed, them Spani sh, them Mexi cans are Aztecs and Spani sh and
there fighters, there drunkers, you see originally a Spanish is
not a drunker. But when they start breeding in with them Mexi cans
you know Mexi cans | ndian you see then they start to get bad Iike
the rest of them But you see the Gernans, the Dutch they called
them Dutch they never called them Germans then. The Dutch people
they started commin in. They inhabited |ot of this Iike the De
Gere, that inhabited La Veta and the Kreutzer's and ancestors to
the De Gere's and thru the Harrisons there Dutch the Goenmers
there Dutch. The Kreutzers and then who else was in La Veta
there. Oh they was all Dutch they cane in here and but they never
m xed with the Spanish people. They m xed with their own. You

see the Dutch is a little different tribe and there worse than the
Engli shnmen or the Irish men because the Spanish and English and
Irish. They nmake a good match. But the Dutchman they have tribes
of their own. So what el se you want to know.

Frances: Lets see. Were there any outlaws in those days?

Adam Oh! yea see then this Country was inhabited by the

outl aws was. Ch what they used to call them The bunch of out-

| aws here and then we had them over here the Dom nguez. They was
all practically all outlaws and we had em as nei ghbors over here
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(acrss the river). The old man Pedro Dom nguez he was a wet back

he canme from Mexico & he inhabit this country and all his sons

was outl aws they was. See howcone they becane outl aws. Towards

the Spani sh towards the white man was because the old | ady when
she was a girl they was born in Antonito they were Spanish sons

of these soldiers white soldiers came in whey the state, when the
i nhabitants cormmin here and they caught the faimy over in Antonito
East Antonito and they confiscated the house, killed the nen and

t hey assaulted teh worman and they tied emup so this Dom nguez

was there and they becane outlaws. They always had it agai nst

the white man. Every tine they ran into a white man they'd kil

him That was the grudge they had because they had assaulted the
woman. See the grandma and their sisters, Ms. Domi nguez was one
of them (What the heck was her name?) Oh | forgot the nanme of

the outlaws them people there you know they used to kill the white
man. Every tine they ran into them because they had a grudge again-
st him see thats why they had the grudge agains hem Because they
had assaulted their grandnother and there nother too see. and
their sisters you know and thats how cone they becanme an outl aw,
fromthere on they used to steal and rape and assault the wonen,
kill the nen but they never done anything to the Spanish. They
used to be outlaws against the white man. Yea | knew their nane
out it skips ny m nd. Wat else you want to know?

Frances: What did they quarrel about? Did they quarrel about
| and. Ded they fight about! Land?

Adam Not very nuch there was too nuch |and to be taken. You

see all this land was free and they used to homestead. They gave
t he government $25. that was an entry for a homestead, and then
this homestead used to plow about 20 or 25 acres. and they had to
do than in 3 yrs. And after the 3 years they used to paid the
government. Anot her $50. that was $75 another $50. Then they got
the a proof of the land thru the governnent what they called the
(prevas) that was the provenent of the |and, and then the govern-
ment used to send |ike a we call them engineers we call themin-
spectors like inspection, and they used to go over there and see
if they had done what ever they used to go over there and see if
t hey had done what ever they, they used to call them Fincas you
know and that was what they done on the place |ike the betternent
of the place. Like say for instance. They used to build a house
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and maybe a few barns, corals, and that used to be the approving
of the land and in 3 years the inspector used to conme and if they
had everything done that was required. Then they give emthey
signed the papers and that was theirs. Then they could sell it

or do anything they wanted with it. But there was no quarreling
over the | and because there was too nuch | and everything was free
no fences no nothing. Yea. like the Dias Santiago. St. Anthonys
day and the follow ng day. That was the 25th of July. Dian San-
tana was the followi ng day the 26th they used to have dances and
for nmusic they used drunms they never had violins and stuff |ike
that. They used the drum i ke an Indian. They took that from

the Indians. And then they races horses, and fight roosters, and
pl ayed ball and they used to play what they call now golf we used

to call it trecho. They never called it golf it was trecho. And
in trecho we used to have they used to nmeke them out of oak straight
oak just so big around and curve it put it on the fire till it gets

hot and then they'd bend it. Make a little bow on it they used to
play trecho with a ball and sonetines they used to fight over

they used to have a battle on them days on account of that. See
sone guy well he hit the ball with the trecho and he nmissed it

the ball and he hit sonmebody on the shin. And here they cone.

You know they used to hit thenselves on the head. They had a roya
battle. Wth the trechos but she that was the only feast they cel-
ebrated was on the feast of St. Anthony. Santiago, Santana and the
4th of July. They never that never cane in untill later. Durring

t he i ndependence. But that was the only holidays. Mstly, Christ-
mas. They used to celebrate on Chrsitmas day. That was that

been for centuries, and centuries ever since the coming, of Christ.
They cel ebrate on Christms day, and New Years Day, New Years

day was a Manuel. And they used to celebrate the New years day

as a day of the Manuels and ny grandfather was Manuel so they us-
ed to go over there and sing like the mariaches they used to go
down there and what they call it. Wat they call it when they

sing and dance. And he used to be prepared so he'd have them a
little feast, he'd have enchil adas he used to have bunuel os,

they used to have what they called sopaipillas you know what’s
call ed sopaipillas now. Well we called them bunuel os and they

used to have squash, sweet squash, punpkin pie and they make candy
out of punpkin. And |i ke they never had sugar. They planted su-
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gar. They planted sugar beets, and
concentratin on the sugar and they
beets. But before they didn't have
make candy out of punpkin and bl ue
atole, what we call atole you nmke

in the years ahead they start
made sugar out of the sugar
that sugar. They used to
corn neal, they used to nake
it like a drink out of corn
see the Manue

nmeal they used to have a feast you used to be pre-
pared. The Di as Santiago st. Anthonys day. Everybody woul d get

t oget her and have a great big feast, everybody tale |like a cover-
ed dish. Everybody woul d take sonething. You know and they had
great big tables. You know or on the ground. They never had floors
They had dirt floors. | attended church on the dirt floor and
they never had a church before like St. Mary's Church. You know
we used to have mass only the first Priest used to have mass over
here at my neighbors or at Julians on the old fort. Dirt floors
and they the wonen | ater on started weavin the rugs and then
they had what they call the helgas. They used to have themlike
old rags, and stuff |ike that string, anything they could get a-
hol d of and they'd weave those rugs then they started havin rugs.
But the priest used to put a little table and thats where he us-
ed to say the sernon from A little table, gave the comuni on.

| attended a lot of that over here. Yea but as a whole just a

2 day holidays a year. Dios Santiago, Santana, St. Anthony, (St.
Ann) Santana she was a St. too. And they used to celebrate on Sts
day. Church was one of the npbst inportant because everybody was
a Catholic all the nationalities even the Dutch attended Church
and they was all Catholics until oh I wish | had the record

when the | st Spanish m ssionary came over here a Prespetarian
thats the Od man Jaram |lo and he was a Catholic and then he
turned into a Protestant that was |ong before ny tinme but when
he died he died a Catholic. He called Father Lechotti to give
himthe last rites and all the people the Prespeterians they was
all alarnmed over it. They asked him before he died because he
was on his death bed. They asked himwhy. He had called a Cath-
olic priest to give himthe last rites. And he told themto |ive
the Prespeterians they believe. But to die theres only one re-
ligion and that was the Catholic Church. So he called a priest

to give himhis last rites. He died a Catholic but he was a Prot-
estant for years and years.

Well you see in them days the parents used to choose the mates
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they used to if they liked sone girl even if the husband, | nean
the boy didn't like the, girl, but the parents thought a |ot of
this girl they used to go nmake this her son of this famly marry
that girl, even if he didn't |like her but due to obedi ence he us-
ed to put up with it and he used to live with her see but even if
he didn’t |ike her they used to choose, nostly the husband never
choosed his wife. They always chose it for him The parents did.
Because they used to respect, the boys and the girls the sane way.
They chose the wife for their son, and sonetinmes their son, if the
parents knew sone girl in Taos they used to tell their son well

I know a girl over thery you ought to get nmarried because after he
was 21 that he becane a nman they the parents knew that what he ne-
eded was a wife. So they used to go and pick a wife for him and
they knew girls soneplace and | ked her. You know | ooks didn't

make too nuch difference and shapes and stuff like that didn't
mean no thin until later. See because you know the girls and the
wonen in them days used to cover it wasn't natural or it wasn't
heal t hy or otherw se honest to be to expose yourself to the pub-
lic. They used to cover themselves fromthe neck down to their
feet and you didn't know what you was marrying just the face. So
but they accepted it. They accepted later on if the w fe what

ever appeared too bad. But they had to live with it. My father

and ny wifes father used to |i ke each other they were good friends
and they approved it and then the grandmas the sane way they
thought this it the way it should be done. So thats the way it

was done.

Frances: What kind of a wedding did you have?

Adam Oh! man we had a wedding, we married in January the

nont h of January the 28th. The 23 Of January | think it was 1933.
Al'l kinds of goodies you know. Soda pop, beer, whiskey, them days
was prohibition so we couldn't use whiskey you see they used to
drink like apple cider, |like wine they used to nake their own winr.
It wasn't prohibited we used to make our own wi ne. And | ot of

em used to nake their own whiskey. That wasn't prohibited for

your own use but if you'd go out sell it that was bootl egging.
Frances: | understand a | ot of people nade their nopney boot-
| eggi ng.

Adam Oh yea, there, as a nedico no doctors. The doctor
didn't start commin in till, after the turn of the century 1900.
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But before that we used to have what they called nedics just |ike
I say you know sonmebody got a pretty bright idea about nedicine
or what we call renmedios is sonmething thats good for sonething
like a nedicine. :ole nmpw we drink like this tea made out of cota
thats like lipton tea, and its good for your heart, and used to
used yerverwena thats spearnment. Thats good for a | ot of things,
and polleo thats spearnent one is doublenmint. is polleo and spear-
mnt-is yerverwena thats what we call it, and they used to be
medi cated. And then we use (hierba gatern) thats cat nip we use
that (Marevio) as a medication and see for |ike pneunonia they
used to used doublenm nt. They used to make a patch out of doubl e-
m nt you know to put over the body to take the tenperature off.
See cool emoff, and but there was no doctors in them days but
they had what they called nmedicos and mid-1adies. You know |ike

| adi es that used to go from house to house you know when a wonman
was expecting. They'd call this lady for 2-3 days maybe a week
ahead of tinme. You know and she was supposed to take care of the
babi es when he was born. But thats what they used to call them
medi cos mid-wives. Yea but they never had what you call nedicines
t hey made medi ci ne out of the what we call the renedi os see, they
made nedi ci ne out of spearm nt, doublem nt, catnip and all them
herbs they start concentrating on themtill they made theminto

a liquid and made a nedicine out of them see yea.

Them days the people the kids was brought up to over decipline
see they you know its not naturally a spankin but they used to
advi se see thema lot. They used to grow up with them And |earn
t hem by experience not by schools and stuff like that. Like you
go lookin for like to be an engi neer you go gave to go to coll ege
and stuff |ike that. They used to | earn by actual experiences

see they used to teach them how to plow, howto work the ground
how to work the cattle, how to work the horses. How to cure em
what to give emin case of a sickness and ail of that was and then
t he behavi or of them kids. You see in them days they used to be

t hey never had any delinquents hardly. Because the people used

to advise them what to do and what not to do. But its the par-
ents fault if thy grow up delinquent. Its the parents fault. Aint
no- body elses fault. Don't blame anybody else. Its the parents
fault how they grew them up see how they bring them up. You have
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to be strict with them You always learn to say no and stay with

no. And I'd you say yes thats it but now they say Oh yea naybe.
maybe that maybe nmade a | ot of delinquents see the kid you know
wants he gets something on his head and the parents know its bad

for him Well they tell himdon't do this and thats it and he used
to obey. They nade hi m obey. They conpelled himto obey. and if

they give himsonething to do instead runin around and nessin around
see. They used to tell himwll you do this and they'd find work

for himyou know that was suitable for himand if he was intelligent
enough and they could see that he had intellegince in sone |live.
they used to | ook for what to teach himwhat ever his intelligence
called for see thats the way it is but. you know as far as dicipline.
They tal k about whippings its just |ike anyother tinme if you needed
a whipping they give it to him But other than that it was nostly
advice. They give himnore advice and dept drillin him drilling
him They used to be good to the governnent, they always respect-

ed the governnment. And they was taught that way. At home you was
taught you respect the governnent. You respect your elders you re-
spect the law, and they used to respect it. Now they tell to heck
with the | aw. They just go ahead and try to punish the |aw and get
nasty naturally they got to get drastic about it. But other than
that they used to know how to behave.

Back even before the state becane a state. WAs enacted a state

they used to build ditches to irrigate. The old Spaniards really had
a know edge about |ike engineers. They used to follow and al ways

| eave a drop for their ditches. They never had no engineers in

t hem days. But they used to follow the ditch you know and then if
they'd see that the ditch was too high or it couldn't clinb alittle
draw, So they'd come around and give it a little drop and then st-
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strai ghten out again and give it another little drop so that when they
engi neered their ditches see but they back in year after the state
becane a state. They started registering the ditches, and they

had 2 decrees that was the Reed decree that was the |st decree and
they had the Killion decree, thats the 2nd decree. You see the |st
decree the Reed decree he's got it made. But the Killion was just

fl ood water. But when ditches they regi stered emway back in oh we
got our ditch was registered with the state, with the governnent

back in about, we got sone ditches over here in 1880-1874, Wenever
they started registering the water rights. They started them ditches
but the older the ditch the better water right they had, because the
| ast ditches that was built at the turn of the century 1890. They

was all killion decrees and they're no good. Water rights but the
first ditch decreed the Reed is the best water right. But they used
to used the water, | nmean irrigation just like they do now. They

used to irrigate farms. You know this our ditch was this is the Ro-
mero ditch this is 1909 no no. #10 and #3 ny grandfather was ther one
that registered #3. That was over Claude Harrises. That was #3 ditch
#1 was way above the Cucharas, | think De Gera was the one that re-

gi steres #1.

Frances: So it was all in the Maldonado famly then in those
days?

Adam Yea. Mostly all this was either Ml donado or a relation

to the Mal donado. The Marques, the Roneros, the Pachecos. They was
all related. The Montex was related and Atencios, Ms. Nelson, her
father, the Atencios they was here they had farns all over in here.
Yea the Atencios had farns all over this country here.

Frances: Were they related to you too?

Adam No, No thats one fanmily that wasn't related. You know but
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what they called the Bustos down bel ow town down by Cucharas the
Bust os, The Medi nas, the Ml donados, the Pachecos, was all rela-
tion, but you see they wouldn't marry with in the 3rd degree. You
see |i ke when your 3rd cousin you wasn't allowed to marry your 3rd
cousin. After your 3rd cousin the Nationality was erased see but
the Ist, 2nd, & 3rd cousin you wasn't allowed to marry fromthere
on you was allowed to marry the 4th-5th cousin you was not hing.

Frances: It was kinda hard to find somebody in those days
wasn't it there wasn't 00 many people around that you weren't re-
| ated too, were there?

Adam Well thats right sone of had to go all over sonetines

like ny grandpa used to tell me. Son if you ever want to pick your-
self awife. | was just a little kid. only about 10 or 12 years
old. He used to tell nmother. He says don't go to Taos New, Mex-
ico because all the Martinez's in Taos, New Mexico are your rela-
tives. See because he had oh about 4 or 5 sisters married in Taos
to Martinex and all the Martinez are related. And now | go over
there and bring up nationality and find out that all Taos is about
90 I'd say about 85% Martinez, and they're all ny relations. So
when | entend to get married | was advised not to go to Taos to
go any place el se but Taos. You see ny grandfather an ny wi fes
grandf at her was distant relations. They was rel ated, nayber about
4 or 5 gernerations back

Frances: Tell me again?

Adam My grandfathers, fathers nother was an |Indian. Her

name was ah, Julia no not Julia. I'Il get to her pretty soon. |'ve
got emall here. He had 3 wives, my grandfather

Frances: How cone so nmy what happened to then?

Adam Well they'd die and then he'd marry again. See ny
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gr andf at her was born was born in 1850. And he died in 1939. Lets
see here its around here soneplace | know because |

Frances: There's 10 in your famly?

Adam There's 10 of us in our famly yea. My grandfather thru

my nmothers side his name was Jose Enal do Pacheco born in Taos in
1825, he died in 1905. He had 3 wi ves, Juanita Pacheco, Francisco
Pacheco, and out of his first wife out of this Juanita Pacheco he
had. My grandfather Francisco Pacheco, and then the second. His
second wi fe was naned Lola that was a navajo Indian. That was Kkid-
napped baby. and they raised this Lola. This Luis Duran raised
this baby fromwell he was born in Taos New, Mexico in 1825. This
Luis Duran that was ny grandfathers father. and he had his first
wi fe was Manulita Duran. And his second w fe was Juanita Pacheco,
I nean 2nd wife Lola Pacheco and his 3rd wife was Cl ara Espi noza
Pacheco. Yea 3 wives But this Lola was ny grandfathers wife, ny
greatgrandfathers wi fe she was a navajo Indian. Oh! | skipped
here I know when she was born and when she died too but its in a-
not her book. And he stayed a while with this C ara Espi noza Pa-
checo.

Frances: You say she was ki dnapped?

Adam Yea she was one of the kidnapped babies. This Lol a.

Frances: Had they raised her or what?

Adam Yea they raised her; This Luis Duran raised her then

ny grandfather married her that would be ny great-great grandfather
yea he rai sed her yea

Frances: Wl |l M. Ml donado | think thats all our questions.

Can you think of anything else you'd like to tell me about, your

ancestor?

Adam well the only thing I can tell you that we're the ol dest
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ones. O the ancestors that live on the original place that was
honmest eaded back before see this place here was lived in. inhab-
ited before the state bacanme a state. And ne and Frank, are the

ol dest and ny sister over here are the oldest relatives that |ived
on the place that were originally honesteaded.

Frances: Were these originally Mexican? Spanish |and grants.

Adamt No. No this wasn't a Spanish Iand grant. No see the

Spani sh land grants were like over in Costilla, New Mexico and down
here bel ow, Trinidad. Them were |and grants you see. But this one
here was no | and grant.

Frances: Your family didn't have any | and grants?

Adam But ne and Frank and ny siter are the oldest living rel -
atives that lives on the origianl place that was honesteaded by our
ancestors

Frances: Wonderful .

Adany: Ya. See we been here on this property 48, 148, 158,

168, 78-. 130 years we been here Last year. We lived on this ne
and nmy you see nmy dad sold they sold the place to a fella by the
name of Bob Mtchell, He was an Irish man and they sold hi mthat
ranch over there and then ny dad,, bought it in 1918. W nmoved back
into the ranch again yea but the original the old man Ronero sold
it to a fella by the nane of Bob Mtchell he was from Wl senburg.
He used to be a deputy sherrif there in Wal senburg. Bob Mt chel
they killed himduring the progibition. They shot him

Frances: What about Wal senburg, Do you know anythi ng about
early Wal senburg. How it started?

Adam Well I'mlet tin you. You see WAl senburg was started by

t he Leones they was Spani sh too. De Leone the old nman De Leone was
Spani sh and he settled there and you know Fred WAl sen cone into
Wal senburg. | had a record somepl ace what year he canme to Wl sen-
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burg as a fur trader. And he |liked the place so he went back to
Chi cago and married another Irish woman and brought her over here.
and thats how he started it. He started, Well in them days they

used to call themtradin centers. They used to open up a store,
and in that store you could buy from shoes to coffee, & sugar
anyt hi ng you wanted hardware anything that was sellable they used
to sell it. At the trading post, they used to call it a trading
post .

Frances: Were there al ot of Spaniards in Wal senburg at the
time?

Adam Oh yea, all the Atencios, the Escaballes, the Mrtinez,

the Sal azars, the Mal donadoes. You see right there where that the-
atre fromthat theatre block. Fromthe end of 7th St. down" to that
corner, used to belong to ny uncle, my grandfathers brother cane
to Mal donado. He used to operate that he have |like a hotel there
the ol d Mal donado hotel. They used to rent roonms by the nonth, by
the week by the night whatever you know and then they made the old
M & O Pool hall and they used to have a |iquor store they called
them a Sal oon right there where B & B grocery is at on the other
side of the theatre. That used to be a Sal oon, and down where Ms.
Sanchez, Lucinda Sanchez. You know Lucinda well thats the old house
there. He made that house. My uncle built all that block there

that was the old nan Canuto Bal donado then in 1913 or 14, he chang-
ed it from Bal donado to Ml donado, changed one letter

Frances: W do you think they did that?

Adam Well it seens like eh- to me they got a little prejudice,

and he had a little noney see and the-Bal donado didn't sound very
good to himso he changed it into Mal donado. see thats the way it
occured. Well you know. |I don't care you could be and Italian, a
Spani sh a Mexican, or English, | don't care what nationality you be-
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long to once you acquire a little bit you becone a little prejud-
ice, so you think,. you're a little bit better than the rest. So
you |l ook for the best. And the best. On the white people say the
Enlish people. They invented the perfune, they invented the col o-
gnes. So the people when they get into the higher class. They al
went for that you see. So they said well he's better than I am

no he ain't | got on his, thats the way it happened. But you know
thats ale way its always been |ike that you know peopl es got pride
| don't |ike people like that.

| couldn't see a future for my pension here on the ranch. see
naturally if you lived on a ranch you have to have something for

your old age. So when | back, | did owmn a ranch. But back in dur-
ring the depression | used to go out and cone back. | used to farm
and | used to pay social security. Then I worked at the mll, work-

ed in the mne,
Frances: Wich m ne?
no answer.

Adam The ordi nance and when | retired | retired out of the
mill. But I'mstill farm ng.

Frances: What year did you retire?

Adam In 1973, | retired fromthe mll with a pension and ny

soci al security and then | canme back to the ranch you know stayed
here and worked. | intend to work till about 80-85 when | get a-
bout 85 I'Il quit maybe. maybe- no you see a fella on a farm you
know Il tell you the advantage. Theres an advantage to |iving

on a farm but when it goes to havin a pension. Wien you get so

old & you haven't acquired a pension then you have to go on a pen-
sion. Like the State pension and the state won't accept it. Be-
cause if you got property you have to di spose of your property or
either that or give it to the state before you can accept a pension
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see. And this way if you work for your pension you can have. your
pension and live on your farm as long as you want as |long as you
live. And then when you see |like when | retired | deeded | sold
ny farmto the kids. | give ema deed |ike well they inherited it
it was an inheritance because sooner or later, | got emworkin for
their pensions now. And |I'm here when they get where you know

t here gonna have to accept a pension. They can come out here and
live on the ranch. This is the best place to live. But when you
go for a pension you don’t earn no pension here on the farm You
have before you can accept the state pension see. O her than that
you can’'t accept it. If you got sonething you can't accept the

State pension. So | retired off of the mll & off the Social Se-
curity, and | live here on the ranch see and Ii 11 |ive here as |ong
as | live. You know. It's the best place to live.

Frances: Wat do you still grow?

Adam | grow anything here, | grow corn, punpkins. Big garden

a lot of hay. | got cows, & stuff |ike that see you night have to
pay income tax ex but its still better than livin in town. You' ve

got mlk, cream butter, eggs, all the nmeat you want, all kinds of
meat. Got alot of pork, a lot o beef, chickens, and stuff |ike that.
This is the best place to live. But when you grow old enough &
where you can't work. You can’t accept a pension if you lived on

a ranch.

Frances: You tal k about the depression what was it |ike, were

you on the farm during the depression?

Adam Oh! yea, this was the best. Don't ever get caught in a

depression outside of a farmli 11 guarantee you that because you're
gonna be hungry. Here we never was on welfare or relief or some-
thing like that. never did accept. | renenber one tinme | took

some boys over here and they was givin them oranges and conmpdoti es
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that what they used to call em so I took themon the truck,
used to buy cars, new cars durring the depression mnd you. |
had noney enough out of the farmto buy cars.

Frances: What did a car cost in those days?

Adam Onh, all the way from $495. | bought cars durring the
depression. Brand new $450. $500. $600. for a new car, good cars.
Yea | had we always had a truck and a car here on the ranch. Al ways
did have. One tinme you know | went to take like |I say take sone
fella to get their comopdities up here a little ways, and the guy
that was distributing the cormpdoti es had some oranges left. So

he gave me a little sack of oranges. Thats the only thing you know
| ever ate outside of what | bought durring the depression. W had
al ot of hogs, lot of chickens, we 'had cows, we had everything dur-
ring the depression. W never did have a depression. Not here on
the ranch. If you owned a ranch, you never did.

Frances: Did you sell things from your ranch?

Adam Oh! yea, yea, we sold hogs, we used to sell hogs for $3.50

a pork, we killed themnostly we ate the biggest share of them be-
cause they was too cheap. Sheep was only 509 a sheep. Cows $15.

$15 a cow, regardless of the size. The government set the price on
them $15. for a big cow W, well hardly ever sold any cows here
we used to butcher em W used to mlk embut after the depressin
we started sellin em You see but we still got a lot a cows. W
sell cows, pigs, chickens, eggs, butter, no we don't sell no butter
we sell cream every once in a while sonebody wants to cone after
m |k, you have to get here or mlkin tine we selling a gallon of
mlk for $1. 50¢ a gallon quart of creamfor $1.

Frances: Thats been a good many years tho hasn't it?

Adam Oh! yea, but we keeping noney here, we always got noney.
hay al ot of people cone here. They got horses
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we sell 2-3 bales of hay. sell ema ton sell em 20 ton, whatever
they want. Once sonebody wants to cone over here to buy cows or
a bunch of calfs, we sell it to em W used to sell you know now
we sell themfor 3,4, or 5 hundred dollars a cow $800 a cow.

Frances: That a for cry isn't it?

Adam O yes, No this is the best place for a depression, right

here at the ranch. Pay your taxes once a year and |live you know
like a king. In town, we don't even have to pay for our water here.
Got free water. But in town you pay fromwater to salt. Everything
is nothin but noney.

Frances: Thats right.

Adam You see a house in town it might be in fact you know I

know a rot of houses in town pay nore taxes than we do. |'ve got 7
or and Sone acres here and a man with a good sized house pays nore
taxes than we do. But you see like | say if you get caught in a dep-
ression don’'t get caught in, town. Get caught in a farm At |east
you know you can live. yea at |east you eat here over ther, you
got to be in a live you know for wel fare or handouts.



