HERVAN MAZZONE
12/ 3/ 79

This is Rosalyn McCain, and | amtalking with Herman Mazzone at his
home in WAl senburg.

RM When did your famly first come to Huerfano County?

HM MW father came first. He cane in 1871

RM Is that right, that's very early isn't it?

HM Yes.

RM And where did he come fron?

HVWM He cane from Cincinatti

RM Cincinatti, and what brought him here, what was his interest here?

HVM Well, his brother-in-law had an idea of establishing a farmout here
where he coul d rai se thoroughbred race horses. He was a nman engaged in the
jewelry business in Cincinatti, and he was wealthy, and this was kind of a
hobby for himto raise race horses and rare air in high altitude air. He
thought he could raise better race horses. So he came out here and bought a
farm and he brought my father with him H s nane was Hernan Duhme, and he
established a honestead out on the Santa, C ara and he bought a | ot of property
in Wal senburg, in Huerfano County. And he did come out and start to raise
horses, and he got interested in the country, and he loved it. But his wife
didn't agree with him So he stayed about 4 or 5 years and left. But in the
meanti me he established the first newspaper in Wl senburg and.

RM And what was the nane of it?

HM | can't recall right off. | think it was Wal senburg Worl d, sonething

like that. Anyway he left, and my dad in the nmeantinme put up a sal oon and
started in the sal oon business. Later he got established as a citizen of

Wal senburg. OF course this was before Col orado became a state.

HM It wasn't a state at that time. It becane a state in 1876, so as
recall he was elected the first mayor. My Dad was.

RM Is that right?
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HM Yes. In the neantime before Herman Duhne left, he was also elected to
the state legislature, and there's been sone history witten about him which
Ms. Walker has in La Veta. There is a letter there witten to one of the
county officials after he left here, telling his Iife in Huerfano County.

You can get that fromthat source. In fact | have a copy of it here. And
that's the extent of our famly, that is up to the tinme he raised a |large
famly. In fact there's 13 of us in the famly, and | was the 13th.

RM You were the | ast son.
RM | was the | ast son.
RM That is a big famly.

HM And ny dad built nmany buil dings in Wal senburg includi ng where the present
Bl ack and White grocery store is. That's where his original sal oon was.

RM Is that right?

HM Yes. Well, | take that back. He had a sal oon down on Main Street in
the 700 bl ock before he put the saloon up to where it was before he retired,
and he still owns sone property in Wal senburg, as a result of his coming to

Wal senburg, and building up the town. At one tinme he had five nercantile
buil dings on Main Street. He built all five of those nercantile buildings.

RM Is that right?

HM Yes, and that's about the extent of the Mazzone famly.
RM Now, where did your nother cone fron?

HM She cane fromltaly.

RM And when did she cone to the county?

HM She cane here in about 1872 or '3 or sonewhere around there and marri ed
shortly after she cane.

RM What was her nmaiden name?

HM Lar gamasi na.

RM Did she conme here with her fanmily?

HM No, all the Mazzone famly, all 13 were born here.

RM And where did she nmeet your father?
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HM In as far as | know, he was born in Nashville, Tennessee, and he was
married in Cincinatti. And she came over fromltaly to neet himand married
hi mthrough famly connections. Notice in the olden days | suppose the famly
made arrangenents for weddi ngs, one fam |y matching up the daughter and son
of another famly.

RM Did she know any English when she canme?
HM Not too much. She acquired nost of her English. She was born in lItaly
in Genoa, Italy, and of course she could talk Italian, and he could too. My

dad could also talk Italian but he was born in the United States, so he naturally
taught her nost of her English, and she becane very fluent.

RM So did they marry young? Did she start having a large fanm |y when she
was young?

HM Yes, they were nmarried quite young. | forget just how young they were,
but it was quite young.

RM And how many brothers and how many sisters did you have of the 13.

HVM Well, let's see, there was 7 sisters and 6 brothers.

RM A nice big famly. You didn't get bored growing up then, did you?

HM No. Honey | tell you not.

RM A lot of things going on?

HM He was anpong the first fanmilies to come here outside of the Spanish
people that lived here at that tinme |ike the Jose DeLeon fanmily. Practically
all this area in here, East of Main Street was the ranch that they owned. In
fact, at one time they were contenplating nami ng the town Jose DelLeon, to the
DeLeon famlies. Then of course the Atencios took over the, what they called
the Atencio sub division. It was just east of the city limts at that tinme.
And they had that as a ranch for a long time until it eventually becanme sub-
divided into lots and bl ocks and was added on to the town.

RM So Wl senburg really started as a ranching area then, didn't it?

HM Oh, yes.
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RM What are the changes that you' ve seen in those ternms going froma ranch-
ing area to..

HVM Well, shortly after nmy dad was here, he was the first person to burn
coal. They didn't know they had coal here. He bought a coal stove which
was startling to nost of the inhabitants at that time. And they never seen
a coal stove before. OF course, conming fromthe East he knew about burning
coal, and so he started taking coal out of this vein that nobody owned at
that time. | mean it was owned, but It wasn't pronoted and devel oped. And
he started using coal before the coal mnes ever began to open up. And
can't tell you the dates they first opened the coal nines.

RM Now was your famly ever in the coal business?

HM  No.

RM They never got into mining?

HM No, | think before any | ocal people got interested in the coal mnes
the CF& saw the advantages of taking up nost of the Iand around here for
coal purposes when they established the CF& Steel mlls in Pueblo. And
this was a likely spot for coal which tere using a |ot of to devel op steel

And they acquired nost of the coal |and around here.

RM So they were the ones that bought the land first and were the early coa
devel opers.

HM O course, later then some of the |ocal people like the Dicks and CGeorge
Bruce and there was Turner, John Turner and several others that were |oca
peopl e, you know who cane |long after the original famlies cane and opened up
coal m nes.

RM So they were the independent operators here?

HM That's right. There was several of those.

RM Now were they nostly pretty small operations, or were sone of themrather
| ar ge.

HM Yes, they were small in conmparison to CF& . CF& had, oh, |'d say about
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6 or 7 large mines, real large mnes, like Pictou, Wl sen, Rouse, Lester
Pryor, and then the other mnes were owned by |ocal individuals, independent
m ners, |ike Ravenwood, Mdrton, Del carbon

RM And who were the different owners of the different m nes?
HV Well, a fellow by the name of Tomry Thonpson organi zed t he conpanys
called the Calunmet Fuel Conpany. It was operating just south of Wl senburg,

at a coal canp called Ravenwood. Then there was the... He al so nmined north of
Wal senburg called, I can't think of the name right off, but he had 2 or 3 nines.
And then a fellow by the nanme of Turner, Jim Turner started the mine at Del-
carbon and it was later sold to the Delcarbon. Well, it was latter called

t he Del carbon Coal Conpany. And oh, there was several mines. Then there was

a mne up around La Veta called the OGakdal e Coal Conpany, and that was indi-
cidually or independently owned. But all other mines, nmost all the other mnes
were CF& owned. And they produced denestic coal for w de spread use, not

in the county, particularly Huerfano County. These small nines generally
furnish coal to the surroundi ng areas here. They didn't conmercialize their
coal like the CF& . In other words what | nmean by commercializing is they
didn't ship it very far

RM So they were locally owned and they really distributed there coal fairly
| ocal ly.

HM Fairly locally, yes within the state, let's say. Were the CF& shipped
great distances. They were big conmpany and still are.

RM That's right. Now were there differences in the conditions in the
di fferent mnes?

HM You nean, the size of the veins? Yes. The veins were different veins

like the Caneron vein and the... Ch, | don't know the nanmes of all the

different veins of coal, but sone of themwere |ower into the earth than others,
and some were higher. Sone were 4 feet high. Sone were 6 or 7 feet high and

so forth. But | would say probably the CF& had the best nines. The independents
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had good mines too. Don't m sunderstand nme, but they didn't have good coa
and good m nes, and they did a very good job on devel opi hg, considering they
were small and linmted to the anmount of capital that they could put into it,
because after all it was venture capital. It went into devel oping these

coal mines. Just like any other new devel opnent takes Capital. And you have
to risk that capital in order to develop it.

RM And how about the safety conditions in the different m nes? Did they
vary consi derably?

HM Very poor. The safety wasn't considered that essential in those days.
There was a lot of lives lost in the coal mnes in those days. | recall at

| east 3 explosions, that killed all the way from 25 to 150 nen. In fact one
of the largest coal mne disasters, even to this day, was down around Hasti ngs,
just about 12, 15 miles fromhere. And there was, | think 125 if | recall

that lost their lives in that explosion. Well now, that is due to the fact
that they burned open | anps. By open lanps is open flane |anps. They didn't
have the electricity in those days in the method of mining with electricity.
So sparks setting off gas in those mnes was very dangerous. That's what

devel oped all the mnes inspectors and all that sort of thing after the state
becanme the state, and they demanded nore safety. The peopl e demanded nore
safety.

RM So it was a matter of a build up of gases within the mnes that caused
a |l ot of explosions.

HM That's right.
RM And what were the things that they did later to prevent that?

HM Well, they had the safety |anmps, which they brought in and were required
to use before they let people go in to an opening or a new entry, we'll say.
And they'd check it before they'd use picks or shovels or anything else to
dig out the coal, even mning machi nes. And by that when then, of course,
later came the electric lights, battery lights, but they were on the caps.
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And prior to that time they had the open flame lights, just like a candl e,
only it was a big wick. O course you should get all this information from
coal mners.

RM Well, I've talked with quite a few of them and sonme of them are not as
articulate. | nmean, you get a feeling for what the conditions were but they
aren't as articulate in expressing the things that you're tal king about,

t hi nk.

HM Thank you. That's rather conplinentary.

RM They tal k about the explosions, and they tal k about the build-up of
gas. But they don't really come down to specifics there. Sone of the things
are left alittle bit vague, and | think sonetines they didn't just always
understand them

HM Well, the principle advancenent in safety was caused by the unions denand-
ing that there be safety measures taken. OF course, naturally when people

demand things why the state or the politicians do sonmething about it. And that's
when the mne inspectors cane into vogue, and they inspected all nmines regular-
ly. They either had to go through and inmprove their conditions so that the

m nes woul d be safe. And incidentally it was for the good of the conpanies

and the individuals that operated the mines anyway because they were responsible
for the lives, and it would cost them noney when they had an expl osion. So
naturally they went along with all safety majors willingly.

RM Now did the mine inspectors cone after the strikes, or did they have them
before the strike started?

HM No, generally after the mne inspectors got into play, there were |ess
strikes actually than there was before. Seened as though the mne inspecting
laws cane as a result of the union demands, and naturally that curtails strikes
because the demands were nmet. Then of course, |later they denanded nore pay

and nore safety neasures and other things |ike Wrknmen's Conpensation Laws

that came into effect after that, and all these things devel oped as a result
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of changes in the way of living. Just like anything el se that progresses,
you don't stay still or stand still. You keep noving or you go backwards.
And that's what happened in the whol e area.

RM And now in talking with some of the people that their famlies started
in mning, and they were able to save enough nmoney to buy ranches. You know,
goi ng back to sone of the wages that they made, it just seenmed to phenonenal
when they, you know it seermed like they started with so little, and they had
to really scrinp and save

HM Well, of course, living costs were conpensive with the wages. In another
wor ds, wages and living costs just go hand in hand, just |ike they are today.
Peopl e are meki ng $15, $20 a day, $50 a day, coal miners are naking as high as
$50 a day now when they used to get $6.25. but their living standards are

hi gher, but they're not acconplishing any nore than they did in those days
with $6.25. They could buy a pound of butter for 15¢ in those days, today

what is it? Close to a dollar.

RM $1.50 or $1.70. As everything else, it goes up every tinme you go to the
store.

HM That's right. inflation is taking over

RM It sure is. Now did your famly, did your brothers and sisters stay in
this area?

HM No. Most of themdid. No, | wouldn't say that they all did. There's,

one of ny sisters becane a nun, another one married and noved back east and
anot her one married and noved to Fort Collins, and the others stayed here, and
they just lived and di ed here.

RM And what ki nd of businesses and different ventures did they go, into the
ones that stayed here?

HM Well, as | say, my Dad started in the sal oon business, and then mnmy brother
started in the jewelry business and eventually went into the insurance business,
and | went into the insurance business.
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RM Did you have a partnership?

HM Yes, and in fact | just retired 2 or 3 years ago. And the rest of the
boys have passed away. One of them was a painter and a paper hanger, and

anot her one was a common ordinary |l aborer. In fact he was getting ready to

go to school when he passed away. So the only brothers actually, the nmen in
that famly, that went into business was nyself and ny brother, Victor Mazzone.
And the girls married, and as | said noved away. Some of them nobved away, and
some of them stayed here and married and |ived here.

RM And who were the ones that married and stayed here?

HM Well, ny sister, Freda married Frank Yono who is a contractor, and they
both have passed away since and ny sister Lena married a dentist in Fort.

Col lins, and they both passed away since. And my older sister married a

fell ow by the nane of Tressel, and she lived in Galesburg, Illinois, and they
both passed away. They left fanilies.

RM And so are there many of the children of your generation living in this
area?

HM Not imrmidiate famly, no. I'"'mthe only inmdiate famly here. But we
had nei ces and nephews here.

RM And who is |Isabel Mazzone in relation to you?

HM She's ny sister. She's one of the sisters.

RM She's a sister that did stay here?

HM Yes, she stayed here, and we're the only 2 left of the 13.

RM Is that right? So was she one of the younger sisters?

HVW No, she was ol der. She was nuch older than I. In fact she's about 93 now.
RM Is that right?

HM Yes, I'm76. She's a |lot older, and she's very capable and able yet at
her age. He nmenory isn't too good.

RM 1t's amazing seeing sonme of the old people around here, how well they do
do.
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HM There isn't too many left. Now |l can think of a lot of fanmilies that are

just absolutely gone, |ike the Sporleders. There's just few of the Sporleders
left, and Unfugs and Di cks, and Wl sens, they're all gone. The Walsen famly
the town was nanmed for. | don't think there's any of them well, there isn't

any of themliving in Wal senburg anynore. There's | or 2 in Denver. But
those are nost of the old ones and the Blickones and the Chatins, and Kriers,
and The Agnes' those are all old time famlies that | can think of right off.

RM That's right, some of those there aren't really any of the old people
left, are they?

HM There's not too many of the real old tinmers here.

RM That's right. Now, how would you say the | ook of the town has changed, the
physi cal aspect?

HM Physi cal changes, there's been quite a few. Not as many as you woul d
i mgi ne for as old as the town is. Sinply because after the coal nines closed,
when there was a | ack of demand on account of gas and oil coming in, the town

ceased to progress. And all it had left after that, you see the town nush-
roonmed and grew very fast during the demand for coal, and when that stopped
as a result of the influx of coal and oil, and the use of coal and oil and gas,

the town sort of disintigrated for a while. And it all depended solely on
cattle raising and what little farmng there is here. There isn't too nuch
farm ng here. There's quite a bit of cattle raising as you found out probably
up in La Vet and that area.

RM That's right.

HM But other than that they had no other resources. Except in |ater years,
after the coal nines closed, the tourist travel began to cone into the town,
and that caused sone devel opnent, sonme advancement but not enough to keep up
with the rest of the state. And of course, Trinidad has been hurt in the

same way. But it's coming along just |ike Walsenburg is now. It's beginning

to develop as a result of tourists and other neans of communication and desires
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of other people noving here and retirenents and stuff [ike that. There is a
possibility of the town to grow, but not as rapidly as it did during the coa
era.

RM Yes, that was when it really gained in population, and people just poured
into the area

HM Oh, yes. It mushrooned.

RM Now, how about the conposition of the popul ation when the mnes were
goi ng? There were people from many, many different nationalities here at
that time, and what was that |ike?

HM Yes. Well, that's typical of coal mning. Mdst of the miners that came
here were from Europe, alot of Scotch people, |Iot of Slavs, lot of Italians.
Very few of the natives took up the coal nmining industry such as the Spanish
and the Mexicans fromdd Mexico. They didn't particularly, as a whole, go
into the mning business. It was new to them and they didn't adventure as
much as the people from Europe that had worked in the mnes in Europe and had
experience in coal mning. And when they came in this country and had been
working in the coal mnes in Europe, allover Europe, England, and Scotl and,
they canme here and they foll owed where ever mning was bei ng devel oped. And

I know a lot of famlies that | could nane that cane from Europe, like the
Youngs and Mac Anally's, and a | ot of people that came from Europe and estab-
I i shed hones, built businesses after they worked in the mnes for awhile.
They saved their nmoney, and went into business. A lot of people from Europe
did that, worked in the nmines for ahile. Just like you say, farmers devel oped
into farm ng.

RM It's real interesting talking with sonme of the mning fam lies and seeing
how sonme of them stayed with the mining. They didn't go into other fields, and
others just as soon as they had a chance really branched into other activities.

RM Well, it's surprising. Well, it isn't surprising because they had to do
somet hing. But when the nmines closed here, | can't tell you exactly what the
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popul ati on of the mning comunity was, but | would say roughly that there

was probably 5 or 600 fanmilies that had to | eave here as a result of closing

of the mnes. And naturally they went into other things and ot her places.

They, a lot of themwent to California, Texas, and all over the country, where
ever they could find work. And very few of themleft here. | would say there
was probably less than a hundred famlies that left here that are still working
in the coal mnes.

RM Now, how about the time of the strike? What was the effect that the
strike had on the conmunity here, on the business community in general?

HVM Well, | can't say that it had any, too nuch effect on the business conmunity.
It caused a | ot of hard feelings between, well, it developed into a politica
battl e al nbst, where the politicians began to take sides, one for the conpany
and the other for the unions, and that's always bad for any conmunity. And

if there was any harm done by the strikes at all, it was in that regard. Oher-
wi se the strikes probably had nore to do with devel opi ng the coal industry,

and a better industry than it was prior to that. Because | can recall prior

to the last strike we had, was very serious. And at that time Fockefeller

Sr., had controlling interest in CF& , and he came out to WAl senburg to see
what the situation with the coal mning industry was. And he was the origi nator
of what they called the Rockefeller plan, which gave the coal mner a voice in
the operation of the coal mne, which was a big step forward. And this was
originated probably to some extent by the Union organization that denanded
these things. And he foll owed through by accepting their demands and doi ng
sonmet hi ng about it, which he did. And that was a big help. Not only in the
safety of the m nes but better living conditions around the coal canps. He
established YMCA's for the enjoynment and pl easure of the people who lived in

t hose canps. Because they didn't have transportation in those days. They had
to live where they worked.

RM That's right. They couldn't just zip into Wal senburg, could they?
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HM That's right. They didn't have autonpbiles. No one had autonobiles at
that time. So comruni cati on, when you had to travel 4 or 5, to 15, 20 mles
to go to work, you couldn't live in Wal senburg. That's why there were so many
coal canps around here. There was nore people living in coal canps than there
was in Wl senburg.

RM So between the miners and the ranchers there was a | arger popul ati on out -
side of town probably than right in town wasn't there?

HM Oh, yes. The popul ati on outside of Wl senburg was nuch greater than the
popul ati on of WAl senburg.

RM How about the influence of, or the coming of, the railroads? Wat kind
of influence did that have on the town, and when did the railroads cone in?

HM Well, the only thing that the railroads contributed to progress or devel op-
ment was the fact that they built railroads to many of the coal mnes. As far
as transportation, bringing in tourists or sight-seers or vacationers, that
wasn't in the picture at all. They had no reason to develop that in any way.

As | say the principle purpose of the railroads conming in at all was to supply
and take out coal fromthe Huerfano County. And of course, naturally, not

only taking out coal from Huerfano County, but bringing in nmerchandi se. That
was the only way we had of getting nerchandise in here. And then, too, they
had to establish a Iine from Denver South through here, and this was nerely a
branch for a long time. The main line went 6 mles east of here.

RM And that was to Cuchara?

HWM That's right. And railroads didn't have too nuch to do with the devel op-
ment of the County except, as | say, by taking out coal

RM So it was in their relations to the mnes that they went inportant.
HM Right. OF course | guess that's true of all the strike and the effect
of the community. How about the atitudes of the comunity, the business
comunity, and how was the comunity? Was it united or was it divided?

Hv Well, | would say it was pretty nuch united with respect to the synpathy
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for the strikers. | would say the majority of the people in the comunity

i ncluding the merchants and the popul ation as a whol e synpathized with the

m ners rather than the conpany. But there was a few, not a few but a hard
feeling or a ill-feeling between the people that synpathized with the canpany's
probl ens as well as there were a few that synpathized, or many that synpathized,
with the Union's attitude. And of course, these differences of opinion always
hel p everyt hing.

RM Who were the people, or what segnent of the popul ation was nore synpathetic
to the conpanies, to the mine owners?

HVM Well, | can't say as a group what group was synpathetic one way or the
other. | think it was nostly the influence of the conpanies through their
political influence. Otherwise the town as a whole, naturally, was synpathetic
to the mner because they supplied the revenue for the merchants to exist on

So naturally all the merchants were synpathetic to the miners, rather than the
conpani es. However, there's quite a few that was synpathetic with the conpany's
position too. They had their problens, as well as the Union, just like they have
today. There isn't one side in any conflict of interest.

RM Doing this interview ng has been interesting. There have been days when
I"I'l talk to sonebody in the norning who was a mner and sonebody in the after-
noon who wasn't a mner, and they'll talk about the sanme event at the sane
time seen fromtotally different viewpoints. It's just fascinating because
nobody's prevericating. That's all what they saw, and it's just fascinating.

HM That's right. It's true, and there's got to be two sides to every story,

and that's the way it was. | think you have to say the influence the conpany

had on many of the popul ation was notivated by the conpani es and probably in a
propaganda way and got themto synpathize with thempolitically or in other
ways. Here's one of the reasons why there were di sagreenents and differences

of opinions. When the strikes occurred, naturally the conmpany tried to continue
operating, and they'd bring in other people who the Union called strike-breakers
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and red necks and different other things. Well, these people had to be
protected. Otherwi se the coal miners and the strikers would kill them which
wa a | ot done. So the County officials had to protect the property of their
citizens and tax payers. So the conmpany denmanded protection, and they got it.
They had to give it to them whether they wanted to or not. So this created a
di fference of opinion.

RM Am | correct that some of the people that were brought in as strike-breakers
were recent inmigrants from Europe who didn't really speak English or.

HVM No, | wouldn't say that. No |I can recall having heard that they brought

in people from Texas who were native Texans that were considered strike-breakers
here. In fact one of the nost bloody strikes we had here was brought about by
the fact that there was people brought in from Texas that were hired by the
conpany to protect the conpanies and also work in the coal nines to keep them
goi ng because after all that was their way of staying in business, you m ght say.

RM So they brought in both strike-breakers and guards.

HM And guards and then nade demands on County officials and also on the
State. In fact, they had the State mlitia. And one time here during one
strike they had the United States Arnmy. It was so bad.

RM Now that was in 1913.
HM Yes. 1913-14 strike.

RM No, | have read accounts of that, and a great deal of nmention is nade
of Jeff Farr but | really haven't gotten.

HM Yes, | knew Jeff Farr
RM | haven't really tal ked to nany people that have said too nmuch about him

HM Well, at that time he got involved naturally because he was a sheriff of
Huer fano County. He had to get protection when the CF& asked him denmanded

himof it. So he supplied sone of, not all of the guards or deputies, but he
did have to take that side. He couldn't help it. He couldn't go against dis-
organi zation and turnoil and mob viol ence either. No officer can do that.
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RM Now was the strike nmore or less a turning point in his career?

HM Yes, it could of been. He was very powerful as a politician and he was

a very shrewd politician. In many ways he knew how to handl e people, and
naturally he was very powerful. And | knew himvery well. He was a very

forceful man and a good politician, But he was al so a good officer. He had to be.

RM That's right, and after the strike was there nore feeling against himon
the port of the comunity?

HM Yes, | think probably there was. There was enough that it created an
opposition to his political power that they were able to get rid of him Yes,
it had trenendous effects on him on the election.

RM Sound like in a way he was caught in a situation that he couldn't really
do nuch about in terns of nmintaining his own position

HM No. In a case of that kind where you choose sides whether it's voluntary
or involuntary, you get caught in the mddle, and that's what happened to him
I think.

RM Now was there much feeling among people here that the State government, the
Governor or sonebody el se, should have done nore or done | ess than what they
did in the situation.

HM No. | think it's just a matter of evolution. These things have to

evolve as they go along. You don't just change things overnight regardl ess

of what it is. It has to gradually make the changes because if you nmet al

t he demands of | abour, or vice-a-versa if you ve nmet all the demands of the
corporation, and have it done imediately, it would upset the whol e schene

of things. These things have to cone about gradually. You just don't force
them on people, just like that. So I'd say that it took nany years to devel op
into what it is today in the way of safety and m ne operations in the way of
cooperation between the conpanies and the miners. And there's been a | ot of

t hi ngs that devel oped. For instance, | can recall where there's been a | ot of
coal miners that were probably strictly opposed to conpany operations and who
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had sonmething to do with the |eading against the conpanies in the strikes.
Later they got mines of their own and formed partnerships, famly partnerships
and ot her partnerships and operated m nes of their own. And they saw the
conmpani es side then, and they became conpany people just like they were fight-
i ng agai nst when they were coal miners. So it had to evolve into various
things which couldn't have happened during the days of the strikes. You'd
never think of a coal mner organizing a partnership and opening up a mne
because they were so strongly agai nst conpany operations that they woul dn’t
think of it. But after these things evolved and devel oped, they opened m nes
of their own. In fact nost of the independent nmines that were operated here
in the last 15 years were operated by coal miners

RM That's real interesting.
I was going to ask you about who sone of the outstanding political figures
have been through the years that conme to your nind, people that you recall.

HM Well, you've nmentioned Jeff Farr. He was the original political |eader

that no one excelled in any way at that time. And then canme after hima
fellow by the nane of Sheriff Nealy who defeated him He wasn't such a power-

ful leader, but he did defeat the big | eader. He was king at that time. Then

one of the outstanding |leaders of all time politically was a fellow by the

name of Clyde Johnson. | don't know whether you've heard of himor not, but

he was one of the npbst outstanding political |eaders. He held office as

County Conm ssioner for years and couldn't be defeated by anyone. And inci-
dentally he wasn't a bad Commi ssioner. And since then we haven't had any rea

out standi ng | eaders of any party, that's conpared with those that |'ve nentioned

RM And how is the County gone in terns of Republican Denpcratic Sw ngs?
HM Well, it's been Denocrat practically ever since the defeat of Jeff Farr
Jeff Farr was a Republican. And when he was defeated the Denpbcrats have

practically held power here ever since. And that's the way it is today.

RM Have the different ethnic groups traditionally been Republican or Denocrat?
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HVM Well, originally the original ethnic groups were all with Jeff Farr
speaki ng in Spanish people, if that's what you nean by ethnic groups.

RM Well, and then the different, the Italians and the different ethnic groups
that were miners. There's been such a m x of backgrounds here.

HVM Well, it's hard to say who they... Predonminently | would say Denocrat now.
In the Jeff Farr regine they were predoninently Republicans as he was.

RM So it's been a pretty nuch a county-w de shift hasn't had rmuch to do
with the different groups.

HM No, it's pretty much the sane today as it was 30 years ago.

RM And how have the different ethnic groups gotten al ong? How have they
rel ated throughout the years, and what have been their rel ationship?

HM What do you mean politically?
RM No, socially between each ot her

HM Oh, socially I think the ethnic groups and all other groups get along very
well. | don't think there's any aninbsity between any of them

RM And how about, you know fromthe early day up until now has intermarriage
between the different groups been pretty open?

HM | think so. | think the Spanish people and the Italian people and even

the Scottish, they stuck to their nationality principally, and still do to a
great extent. There isn't too nuch intermarriage with any formof nationality.
It seens as though that was dramatically established when the people cane into
this community. They canme in as groups. |In another words, Welch people

that worked in the coal mines, they stuck with their Welch friends, principally
because of |anguage barriers probably. And the same way with the Scottish
people and the Italian people and the Spanish people and so forth. They just
sort of congregated with their own groups, and it still is pretty nuch that
way today. But not as extensively as it was 30 or 40 years ago, naturally,

any nmore than it is anywhere else in the world. They are intermngling with
peopl e, and racial problens are being elimnatted to a great extent. | don't



HERVMAN MAZZONE ( PAGE 19)

thi nk we have the racial problenms we had. | don't think we ever had racial
probl ems here

RM Has the situation with the schools changed at all? Is it nuch the same
as it always was?

HM Well, what do you nean? Wth respect to educational know. How or what?
What do you nean?

RM Well both that and conposition of the schools and St. Marys, for instance.

Hv Well, St. Marys of course has taken a hard lick because of the inflation
I think, more than anything else. They can't afford to maintain the schoo
under the present inflationary trends. Because in the first place, they have
instituted so many new needs of education, |ike |aboratorys for instance. You
have to buy all the equiprment to supply a | aboratory. And that's just one
thing. Then your Physics and all you different advancenments and ways of
educati on have changed so nuch that it costs a |ot of noney to operate a school
A Cat holic school or Parochial school just can't keep up with that trend. And
then the cost of teachers. They don't have the sisters that used to teach the
Parochi al schools. They don't have them avail able anymore. And it has changed
the way of education in the county, ubound to.

RM And how about the role of the churches generally? Are there different
churches now then there once were? Have sonme cone and gone?

HM No, | don't think so, | think there's just as many churches as there

ever was. | think there's | ess opposition, and there's nore harnoney between
churches now then there ever was before. One church used to | ook down upon
the other. That existed not only in Wl senburg. It existed allover the

world. But | think there's a feeling nowthat religion is religion. It can

be practiced, and everyone respects the other fellows religion, just like
they did politics. That's changed. So | don't think there's any differential

t here.

RM Was there ever a tinme when any particular religious group had nore problens
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or felt discrimnation, in this comunity, do you think?

HVM No, | don't think so. It's been predomnatly Catholic in this comunity,
wel |, ever since the town originated, but that hasn't caused any religious
conflict of any Kkind.

RM And how about the role of the church in the conmunity. Has that changed?
Is it nore active, less active? Did it used to have nore of less activities?

HVM Oh, | wouldn't say it's nmore or |less active. | think they still take
their religion and all sects as seriously as they ever did in a way.

RM And how about social events, celebrations, holidays? Have they renai ned
much the sane or have they changed?

HVM Well, | think all social events have changed, just as it has allover the
worl d. Tel evision has changed that's because where we used to have parties
and dances and socials and community get-togethers, they don't have those

thi ngs as nmuch anynore as they used to. Because in the old days before tele-
vi sion, radi o and nodern inventions people had to get out in order to provide
entertai nment for each other, or else get outside entertai nment, and that
caused conmunity gatherings.

RM So it nmade for a nore closely-knit whole comunity.

HM | think so, especially in smaller towns, and | don't know what the
situation is in the larger cities, but I know in Wal senburg, it was nore
like a big fanily years ago.

RM And you don't have that same feeling about it?

HM No, | don't think so, | don't think we have the conmunity gatherings to
conpare in any way with what we used to have.

RM Think there's any way to get back to some of that?
HM | can't see how No. Not as long as there's entertainment in the hone.

RM Everybody has nmentioned both the tel evision and autonobil es as having
had such an influence.

HM That's the big change. In fact, the autonobile has caused nore changes
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and revol utionized the living conditions in the county nore than anything,
I think. They travel fromcity to city w thout even thinking of doing it.
They just take it for granted. They do it.

RM O course, if we run short enough on gas, we may change our ways.

HM 1 don't think they're going to change anything.

RM Just keep doing it as long as they can

Hv Well, | about told you all that | can think of, and in answering your
questi ons.
RM Well, | think | have pretty come to the end of ny list of things that |

was interested in talking to you about. Unless you have any ot her things that
you think of.

HM 1 don't have anything unless you want to ask any further questions.



