| RVA MENGHI N

SC. Well, what we are doing is just talking to people in the County about
their famlies, and the history of the County, and whatever el se people
have to contribute, so we had your nane and that's how we cane to be here.
This is Ms. Fred Menghini's house in Wl senburg.

When did your famly first cone to the County?

IM Well, | think my dad cane in 1900.

SC. Is that right? And where did he come fron?

IM From Pevi, Tallejo, Italy.

SC. What part of Italy is that?

IM That's the Northern part. That's near Bol ogna, Pizza.
SC. What kind of work was he in there?

IM When he canme he was a coal miner. Then he net ny nother, which was a

Li nzini. They owned the Lenzini Dry Goods there, and ny father-in-Ilaw and
ny dad both went into sal oon business, there on the end of 7th Street where
the garage is, they tore down those buildings and nade a garage in |ater
years. Then they went on to Tioga, Colorado, that was a mning canp and,
they had a sal oon there. Then he nobved back in town, went into the coa
mnes for awhile and built his own little grocery store. | was taken out

of school at 12. | was through with eighth grade, and | drove a grocery
truck. Do you want to know any of that part?

SC. Oh, sure.

IM | drove a nodel T, and went to all the canps, up as far as Al anpb, took
orders one day, delivered themthe second day, the third day. The second
day | would go south to those nining canps and take orders and deliver them
| did that until the IWWstrike. | can't renmenber what year it was. My

dad fed these coal miners, they were all coal mners in these canps. And
when they went back to work they didn't pay him so he went broke.

SC. You nean through the strike he continued to extend credit to them..



ERVMA MENGHI NI ( PAGE 2)

IM To his custoners. And so then | went out on to work and | worked at
the Huerfano Drug at that time and | worked 10 years and then | went to the
court house and worked there 34 years.

SC. You've been a working woman all your life.

IM Yes .

SC. So what was your father's nane?

IM N zzi, Mke

SC. And then you married Fred Menghini.

IM Yes.

SC. And what year did you nmarry?

IM 1934.

SC. Were you working then?

IM Ch, yes .

SC. And where were you working then?

IM At the Huerfano Drug, then.

SC. Did you have chil dren?

IM | had one son. He's the dentist here.

SC. That's Fred A

IM Yes. My husband's nane was Ferdi nand and he had a brother named Fred-
erick. We nanmed ny son after Frederick, but my husband' s nane was Ferdi nand.
We just called himFreddie. When | nmet himit was Freddie and that was it.
He | ost his brother.

SC. \Were was he born?

IM He was born in Italy? Up in Tento, a little village. He came here at
the age of five nonths.

SC. He cane al so to Wal senburg.
IM Yes, he came with his nmother. And he has a sister living in that village

which we visited 6 years ago. And | got to see, he got to see his hirth-
place, and the little village they had was founded by them by the Menghins.
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It's really Menghin. instead of Menghini. I'Il tell you why. There's a

bl uebl ood soneplace. We didn't understand all this till we went to Italy.
In between there they married one that wasn't, you know. One was a duchess,
one was a baroness, | don't know. It's all Geek to ne, but anyway, so when
they married out fromthis whatever you call it, then they add an "i" to
the nane, so then it's Menghini, but it's really Menghin, Me-n-g-h-i-n.
And they founded this little village. And everything in this little village
had their name on it. | got to go. They were way up North, up by Austria.
My husband's dad was Austrian. Hs father did not want to be called Italian
because you know Austria at one tine belonged to Austria and then Italy took
sone and Germany took sonme and then they had no country. They didn't want
to be called German and they didn't want to be called Italian so they cane
to this country. So we visited all those places. | got to see ny nother

and ny dad's birthplace and | went to the little church that they attended.
And ny brother was born there, after we went over, and he was baptized in
the St. Peter's Basicalla in Rone with Vatican. | was just blessed |I'd al -
ready been baptized. And so we got to see all those places and | was very
fortunate to see all those places. And where they cane fromand all those
little villages.

SC. That's wonderful, who went?

IM My husband and | went.

SC. | see. The Lenzini famly, that was your nother's famly.

IM Yes .

SC. And when did they conme to this country.

IM GCh, ny dad canme before 1900 and | think they cane in the 1890's.

think the Lenzini'd did, too, because ny nother and one of her brothers were
born in Italy, and a sister which she |ost, but the other two were born here.

SC. And where were you born

IM | was born in Wal senburg, in Tioga, where they had the saloon. | was
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married in Wal senburg, and everything else, all Wl senburg.

SC. Do you renenber... Let's see now, the sal oon was before the grocery
store. Do you renenber any stories that were told about the sal oon keeping
in those days?

IM Well, they had a really tough tinme. A lot of Greeks were in this canp.
And they were a sort of mean group of nen. They fought a lot. And my dad

kept two bulldogs. | don't know what kind,"' English, they were huge dogs,

but they were his protection and one night they had a fight and he fought off
16 Greeks. Then the uncle, they nephew was jeal ous of the uncle, and he

shot and killed this uncle. Of course the sal oon had the barber chair there
and everything. |I've just seen pictures of it. |I don't recall, | was too
young. But they jailed ny dad and then they found the bullet in the barber
chair and that proved ny dad ...ny dad kept a gun, but he always hit the

men with the butt, he never fired it. So that bullet proved that he was

i nnocent. And then it got to be pretty rough, you know what | nean, sal oons..
and these people coming in... so they closed the sal oon he and nmy grandpa,
and of course ny grandpa retired and ny dad canme and we noved up here, first
he went down to where Corsentino's was. They ran the dairy, they made cheese.
Then the man that owned it cut off their | ease so they had to get out. So

he went back in the coal mnes and he worked enough that he built up a store
which is where ny son lives. There used to be a store there, and it was
called Loma Park Grocery and we ran that for quite a few years until, as
said, the WV strike.

SC. And that was when he went out of business.

IM Yes, right after that strike and I went to work. And | can tell you a
cute little incident that happened in Al anpsa. | drove a Mddel T truck and
went out, and you know where the Hogback is, well, we never did make it in
| ow, we always had to back down half way and cone up fast in reverse, a

stronger gear, and it's really funny, you know. You don't hear that stuff,
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but... and our old nodel T, no matter what went wong with it all you did
was tie it up with a piece of wire and it would get goi ng again.

SC. Did you go to school when you had the saloon? Or was that before.
IM OCh, yes, that was way before. | was born in 1912.
SC. So your schooling, then, was in Wl senburg.

IM Oh, yes, | went to this high school, as | say to eighth grade, junior
high. |1 didn't get to go to high school. My nother was sick, we had the store.

SC. Did you have brothers or sisters?

IM | have three brothers.

SC. Were they ol der or younger?

I M Younger.

SC. Did they stay in this area, in the county?

IM No, none of "emare here. One in Cypress Gardens, that's near Long
Beach. One's in Al buquerque and one's in Amarillo. The one in Amarillo

has a music store and he's a professional recorder player. He played with
Magani . But he didn't like exhibition, he taught until the time he got his
own nusic store.

IM So how long did you work at the court house. When did you stop wprl onyg
at tje courthouse?

IM | stopped working about 3 years ago.
SC. And what did you do there?

IM Every office in the courthouse except the county superintendent of
schools. | was nmade acting assessor during the war, cause the one that was

el ected in January, he volunteered for the Marines, to go to the service, you
know the war just broke out. They were four year terns at that tine, |

wor ked those four years. Then they had another election. My husband didn't
want me to run for assessor and | worked there four nore years for the second
assessor that went in. Then | went into the treasurer's office and then at
the clerk's office, we sold license plates and we gave out driver's |icenses.
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If I had to take the exami nation today for a driver's license |I'd probably
fail.

SC. What was your hunband's work?

IM My husband went into the nine at the age of 13. He lost his nother very
young

SC. What was his job at that age?

IM In the mne? To dig coal. He worked with his dad. You know, they |et

the younger fellows go in if they worked with their dad. And he worked 6

years in the mne. Then he had to get out. He got pnenonia, broke an arm

or sonething and devel oped a sort a... not asthmatic... he couldn't breathe

as well. So then he quit working in the mnes. Then he went on buil ding

and becane his own buil ding conpany and built many, many hones here, renpdelled
twi ce as nmany.

SC. Do you think his lung condition was fromhis work in the mne?

IM Ch, yes .
SC. | guess there wasn't any conpensation then?
IM No. | got social security after that. He quit at the age of 65 and we

went to Italy and had 45 days there which | was very happy because 2 years
ago, the 23rd he had a heart attack and died. You know, what | mean, just
one of those things.

SC. Do you renenber any events or stories of things that happened during
the strikes here?

IM Yes. You know how Seventh Street is, they have that Well, where

the Apartnments are, Lenzini's, there used to be a grocery store. They had
a grocery store. Well, | had an uncle that was 19 years ol d which was shot
by the mlitia.

SC. Really? At the grocery store? Shot dead?

IM No, nother took himw th a wagon, dragged hi mthrough the grove, there
weren't all those homes there, to the depot and put himon a train and he
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died three days later at Corwin Hospital.

SC. Where is that?

IM Corwin is in Pueblo.

SC. What were the circunstances?

IM Well, the strike was going on, the 1913 strike. And he had dug a tunnel
fromthe house to the stove in order to get fromthe house to the store wth-
out being shot at. You know what | nean? The militia were on the hill. They
were fighting, the nen that didn't go to work, you understand? So he went
into the store and as he went into the store they saw himand they shot at
himand they hit a vinegar barrel. So he sat there whittling a piece of
wood to stop the vinegar and they shot him M nother put himon a buggy

an a horse.. she also delivered groceries with a horse and buggy.

SC. Had he been working in the mnes before that, your uncle?

IM He was a Lenzini, yes. He never did work in the mnes. No he just
worked in the store.

SC. Do you think they were just taking pot shots at anyone that they saw?

I M Yes, because the neighbor next door was a mner that didn't go to work
and they shot himthe sane day. In fact, | think a few nminutes difference.

SC. Do you renmenber the date?
M 1913.

SC. And that happened right at the grocery store? What's across the street
t here?

IM Well, there's apartnments there now. And across the street there's a
little store. Used to be a store.

SC. Do you know where the old 7th Street school is?
IM GCh, up above. This is on the ninth bl ock.
SC. So it was close to the camp?

IM Yes, you know where the garage is. Behind it was this hill... The
store was on the second bl ock.
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SC. This wasn't during the Wbblie Strike, which was when the famly
extended credit to the strikers. But do you think it was that kind of thing
that led to the shooting out there?

IM No, this incident with ny dad when | ran the store, | was 14, and this
was in 1913.

SC. | know, but | was just trying to figure out why they were just shooting
at peopl e then.

IM: Well, 1I'Il tell you they say that the mners that didn't go to work
was shooting at the mlitia, so the mlita just shot at anybody.

SC. So what was your uncle's nanme?

IM M chael Lenzini.

SC. And that was your nother's brother?

IM Yes .

SC. Were any of the Lenzini family mners?

IM No, they all worked in the grocery store and in the garage.
SC. So it was your father's side of the famly that was mners?

IM His dad... no, ny dad's side was him just he, and ny husband's, it was
his father and nmy husband. My husband worked 6 years in the nne.

SC. Was your father in the strikes? Was he a striker?
IM No, he was in the grocery store by that tine.
SC. What about your husband?

IM No, no. He had quit way before that. See, he was born in 1907 so at
13.

But 1'Il tell you about the strike | went on, when we were in the store.
I did go on these picket lines. See, | was allowed to go in the canps and
deliver groceries to the mners that worked. And | had a pass with the
mlitia and they were on horseback, that's gow they guarded it. | was all owed
to goin. Well, | disguised myself and went on a picket to see what it was.

And we wal ked to Rouse. | don't know if you know where that is, one of the
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m ne canps. And I'll never forget that as long as | |ive. They took shots
but they didn't kill anybody. But every mner carried pick handl es and ax
handl es. No guns. And they had a girl dressed in red and whit. That was

the IWWcolors, red and white. And they run her down and broke both | egs
and both arns, the mlitia did. Well, | don't knowif it was the mlitia in
those days, or just the police or whatever they were. They were for the

m ners that were working and these were the strikers. In fact, they had
denonstrati ons down town and we delivered groceries to themand the fed the
m ners. They had a kitchen and they fed beans and stuff like that. W
delivered all this stuff to themfromthe whol esal e house. My brother and I
my brother then was hel pi ng, he was out of school. And they were com ng
down the street and they shot a man, oh, within twelve feet of us, and it
was so funny because, you're young, you know, you don'g know. 13, you don't
realize what death is, really, and | renenber wal king over to him and the
whol e skull had blown off. Did you ever see a doll with the eyes pushed in?
That's what we saw. And about that tine another grocerman, Sal ebah, the
wonman that owns that variety store, her dad, he picked us up and took us
down t he basement of his place. He had a store, a couple doors away. Then

a young boy was shot off a tree that was watching him Wen they buried
this man | think every store in town had miners on top... the non-strikers,
if they'd started anything it would have been a di saster, when this man was
bei ng buri ed.

SC. Very violent.

IM Very. They had these pickets all the time. No deaths, but a I|ot of

injuries. The only death was when they marched down Main Street until this
ri choched or what, it hit this man, that was it, and this boy on the tree.
But that was the only killing. But at the mines they had pickets every night.
Lot of injuries.

SC. How long did that strike last?
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IM Not too |ong.

See, during the IWN they had the bigger nen cone in and of course, they

wer e supposed to pay us grocerynmen, which were the Sporleders that had the
store here that gave us the things whol esale, you know what | nean, quite a
few of the nerchants stuck together, got neat at one place and another, and
they started picking up and arresting these nmen, see. And so they weren't

able to pay anyone. And so the strike ended. | don't think it lasted too |ong.

SC. Do you recall whether there were any bad feelings toward your famly
store for extending credit, fromm ne owners?

IM No. You see, they had the food Iine. W had m ners that vol unteered

and cane and hel ped sack beans and potatoes, soft side of bologna. There
wasn't anything fancy. M|k for the children. But no, there was no il
feelings as far as the groceries feeding 'em They lined up and cane in the
store and they were given, depended on the size of the fam |y, the anount of
t he package of beans..

SC. Were there other stores that extended credit to striking workers?

IM Yes. But they got together this way. My dad's store was the main

source where they cane to pick up the food. But the whol esal ers and whenever
we delivered beans to the kitchen there would be 500 or 600 pounds of beans
delivered and flour. That's all we delivered to the kitchen, beans and fl our
SC. And this was the kitchen that fed the strikers.

IM Yes. They'd stand in line and the union..

SC. Did you also deal with individual mners?

IM No, the only individual mners that ny dad kept was those that woul dn't
go to the kitchen. You know, that were proud. And ny dad extended their credit.

SC. Did the union pay for all this stuff?
IM The union paid only for what was given to the miners that came to the

food line. But they didn't pay for the food that my dad... but the 1WVIeft
owi ng nmy dad $30, 000 and in those days that's like 30 nmillion. And he had
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several good sal esmen and nore that were behind himand they took himwhere
there were other strikes... | know ny dad made a trip to Wonm ng, got $10, 000
and nmade a trip to Salt Lake City and got $10,000. But what broke hi m was

hi m extending credit to the mners that were his customers. You know what |
mean? He didn't take on any new ones. Just those that were his custoners.

| guess it went on |long enough that it broke nmy dad, that's all

SC. Well, he was a principle man, then.

IM Onh, yes. My dad then went into politics, when he closed the store and
he worked at the court house. He was very respected. He was a Denocrat but
he voted also for the man. But..

SC. There weren't very many Denocrats here for awhile, were there?

IM Oh, yes, there was always ..well, when | was younger, when ny dad ran
the saloon, then it was Jim Farr Days, they called it. | remenber ny dad
tal ki ng about him Then it was Rupublican. But since |'ve been in politics.
|'ve been committee-woman since | was 21 and |I'm 67 today. Just for 2 years
I wasn't the conmttee-woman. | gave it up. Then they nade nme cone back.

SC. Was this Denpcratic State Conm ttee-wonan?

IM No, this was local. | was representing the Southern part of Col orado
as President of the Jane Jefferson Club for the Denocratic Party.

SC. Oh, and what was that?

IM Well, that was a club that backed the Denocratics. Like locally we had
our Judge Thonpson that was running for representative that he gave up and
becanme judge, but we sent him back East, so we'd have bingo parties and we'd
have fund raising things. You know, everything is raising noney and that's
what the Jane Jefferson's were for. W gave bingo parties and we gave di nners
and such

SC. And what were your responsibilities as conmttee-wonman?

IM | had to take care of the caucus.
| belonged to the Denpbcrat Central Conmitte which also has a vote in the
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hi gher part.

I worked for the Sheriff's Ofice. | worked for the Welfare Departnent.

SC. Well, you've had a real full life. What are sone of the changes you've
seen here, like in the way the town | ooks..

IM We've al ways been a very poor county and you know it's really supported
by your ADC and Wl fare. There are a few mners that go out and other than
that and other than the jobs here in town there isn't nmuch industry in the
area so it isn't you know. But |'ve seen a great big, change in politics.

They al ways said politics was dirty and I'lIl agree to a point, but nothing
like today, no. There if a man told you he would vote for you he woul d.
Today you can pay this man and he'll say he'll vote for you he won't. That

is the difference.

Si de 2.
M. Stimck who resigned this tinme and didn't run, | worked for him In
fact, like |I said, 34 years in the courthouse. Course | ended up with a

part time job in the Sheriff's office. They didn't need a full tinme book-
keeper so | was bookkeeper-secretary, just part tinme. Until 2 years ago.
stayed on till | got my nedicare.

SC. Very independent | ady.
So what are sone other aspects of this political change you tal k about.
You just feel politics are just |ess honest than they used to be?

IM Onh, yes. | don't even like any of this what's going on TV now with our
Denocrat and Republican Party and so many runni ng and one throw ng nud at

the other. | went out with the comr ssioners and with everyone that ran in

t he whol e courthouse and those that couldn't speak, well, we sang. W weren't

as bashful to sing. We had rallies. Ida Boscia that works at the Chanber

of Conmerce, who is now conmittee-woman... chairperson... And we went out

and cleaned dirty halls, gave rallies, and | danced with nore cowboys, |'l|

tell you, till | finally realized one night, |I said to one of the conm ssioners,
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Cl yde Johnson, "I don't know why | have to dance with all these cowboys. |I'm
not running for anything.” But you know, | had a job, so we all worked to-
gether. It's a little bit different now You think it's going to go one
way.. Now we had this Precinct 4, nmy dad when he was comittenman, we had
three Republicans in this District and they were all very good friends. W
wor ked together and they voted at nmy nother's house 3/4 of the tine. She
practically noved out three roonms so they could have themto vote in. W
never had a decent place to vote for. Now we do, we vote up to the High
School . But they were all good friends. Three Republicans. We, for years,
were the first precinct in with our votes, counting our votes. And | have
been counting judge as long as committee-wonan. They knew when our precinct
cane in nore or |less how the election would go. We could gauge by that for
many, many years, but the last few years it's changed.

SC. That's this part of town where we are now?

IM Yes, although now Precinct or Ward 4, it extends way out to Toltec and
Yel | owst one, all back there, where before it was just fromthe Hogback down
to the Triangle there.

SC. Were there parts of the city that were nore Denpcratic than others?

IM No, | think the biggest majority always was Denocratic. Up until the

| ater years. But | won't say. You know, we vote Republican if we vote for
the man. His affiliation was Denocrat but we also vote for the man. Wy

dad taught nme this policy. He was a great politician, well liked politician
SC. What did he do when he went to work at the courthouse?

IM See, he was sort of retired so he did custodial work and mai nt ai nence
work, |ike that.

SC. Did there used to be snall grocery stores, a different kind of merchant
situation?

IM Onh, yes. Mwe small groceries. Over the years they killed the little
guy and now they are killing the mddleman, let's face it.
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SC. What were sonme of the other small businesses they used to have here?
IM | can't think of any others?

IM OCh, yes, we had a JC Penney, we had a Krier's store, we had 4 or 5
departnment stores that handl ed clothing. Now we just have one.

SC. How about beauty shops or barber shops.

IM There were nore barber shops. Beauty shops, | don't think nore than 2 or 3
SC. Mvie theatres?

IM We had two.

SC. Do you think it was the ..do you think the change in the merchant
situation here has to do with the mnes closing here?

IM | think it does. No, | think your chain stores, your supermarkets have
hurt us. | don't think the change in people, or the mners, ..we stil

have m ners, we still have famlies that have their fam |y working here, but
I think the big stores have hurt us. | know |like Safeway comi ng in, that has
cl osed many of our |ocal nerchants, because they can't conpete. Let's face
it, you can't buy at the same price. Like Black and White, he can't conpete
with Safeway. And of course, having nore cars, people do go out of town to
buy. |I feel this way, if you have to nmeke a special trip to go up and buy
groceries, you're not com ng out too nmuch ahead. But if you have to go to
the doctor or if you make a trip every 6 or 8 weeks it does pay because there
is a great deal of savings. | don't, I live alone and | don't have to buy
that much, you know.

SC. Thi nki ng back about your work in county politics, who were sone of the
political figures over the years?

IM Well, when | went in Clyde Johnson, Sabeno Archul etta, Joe Copene, J.J.
Stimack, Dermasio Vigil, Jr. and Demasio Vigil, Sr., Tom Sol oman, which is
still our county treasurer, and the Swifts, they were the County Sheriffs
and I went to work for Tony Velardi, he was the sheriff who has since then
passed on, and | worked for Jerry Condor, who was just defeated this |ast
time. And the County Superintendent of Schools, Francis Nelson, | didn't
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work in her office, but you know we worked together. And Judge Furphy,
Judge Baron and his father

SC. Well, you knew a | ot of people. Do you renenber any stories you m ght
have heard about the begi nnings of the Denpbcratic Party here or what it was
i ke under Jeff Farr?

IM Well, the stories that we heard as children. My Dad got out of the

sal oon busi ness because of the Jeff Farr Days. Because they wanted to run
everything. There were two probibition officers that came in and they were
supposed to pick up the bootleggers, let's face it. Well, they sided in
with them They picked two or three big ones and nade nopney with them Them
they turned one fellowin, one of their so-called partners in and this

fell ow shot them both.

SC. Pretty rough in the |iquor business.

IM Yes, bootlegging, you know. | just remenmber the story. | renmenber the
man ran away and | renenber them saying he went up to my uncle's garage and
wanted a car and my uncle said he couldn't because he'd be an accessory..
but he went to a farmway up in G eenhorn and the police were | ooking. They
had no clues that he was there. But the farmer that was hiding himwas
frightened and told. This fellow shot hinmself before the law got to him

I guess he lived a few days in the hospital here and then died.

SC. Must have been a pretty big business, bootlegging, during that period.

IM | inmagine it was yes. Well, you know, you go to work in the mines for
a dollar a day, you have to do sonmething to feed a famly. | renmenber ny

not her and dad tal k, and ny uncles, they'd rem nesce about this stuff and
guess it was pretty tough.

SC. Do you renenber anything about the depression here?
IM Yes, | was working at the drug store and | was getting $190 a nonth

pl us comi ssion and ny wages were cut down to $60 a nonth in one whack. And
that was good wages, $60 a nonth. | couldn't carry $5 worth of groceries
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home. But | had papers. W took soneone that was married that sponsored in
the newspaper and on the back it says 4¢ a |loaf. Well, we m ght have had

4¢ to buy a loaf, but we didn't have 8¢ to buy two | oaves. Other than that

I don't think anyone in small towns like this felt the depression. W had

no soup kitchens here. And | think there was very little relief given.

Well, what would you call relief? The NRA? Who cane in and built highways,
put these nmen to work, built highway 10, buil dings where the conmunity center
is. Built bridges where always there was flooding over. Paid by the county
and the governnment, | guess. But | don't think we felt the depression too
much here ..

SC. Do you recall any fraternal orders or clubs that nenbers of your famly
bel onged to?

IM Dad belonged to an Italian Lodge. Dante Allegueri, which is still, they
have it, but there are very few younger fellows that bel ong any nore.

SC. What was the function of the fraternal orders or | odges? What did they
do? Social C ubs, insurance?

IM Yes, insurance. And other than that they didn't mix in with politics
or mx in with strikes or anything like that. It was nore |like the Eagles
or the ElKks.

SC. Miutual aid?

IM Yes .

SC. Was your, did your famly attend a church?

IM GCh, we were Catholics, always Catholics, in fact the priest that married
nmy nother married nme. Father Machoti.

SC. Do you recall things the church did, was there a stronger role for the
church? Dinners or activities?

IM Onh, yes, ny son went to high school in Catholic School. For four years.
I was President, vice-president, secretary and treasurer and | still pmaintained
the job at the courthouse. And we gave the bazaars, we gave away cars, sold
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chances for it, and they had a booster club. One of the boys that worked at
the courthouse and I, | was president of the PTA then. And we solicited
everything, we didn't have one penney bill and we had this big ravioli and
we had breaded steak and all the trimmngs and we nade noney for the booster
club. They bought uniforns, things for the football, basketball

SC. Do they turn out |ike that now.

IM They had a little bazaar the other night but it's not near |ikt that.
You don't get volunteers anynore. You know the volunteers that went down
and worked every day for days and days meking that many ravioli and stuff.
They were the old tiners. You don't get this younger generation doing that.

SC. Did your parents speak English at home?

IM Always, although ny nother, this is why | went to Italy when | was a
child. My dad sent my nother over to Italy to pick up his nother when she
had | ost her father and we came back and she, my nother took her nother
and the youngest uncle, A'S. Lenzini Sr., which died a few years ago, and
we went to Italy and we were there fourteen nonths. Course, | was only 13
nonths old and | don't renmenber.

SC. So she went to pick up..

IM MWy father's nmother. So ny one grandmother, my father's nmother, |ived
with us always and then she died at the age of 89. She canme over at 70.

This my other grandnother lived with us for a year before her death. MWy
uncl e and aunt travelled quite a bit. He retired so we were taught the true
Italian, not the dialect. | picked up my own reading and witing. | got

a dictionary and picked it up. Then when we went to Italy 6 years ago, we
went with Ms. Rufinni, which her husband was al so a nerchant here and she
sai d, "Now when we get there, you let ne do the tal king, because they'l

know you're Anericans.” Well, we went into custonms and | could just see them
throwing this suitcase open and throw ng everything on the ground, and it
took nme about three nonths to pack. You know it was the first trip we'd ever
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taken and first time I'd flew. Well, you just don't know what to take and

it had to weigh so nuch. My husband has a sister and an aunt still |iving

and we wanted to take themthings, and so | said to this fellow a red cap you
m ght say, in Italian mnd you, | didn't dream| could. W hadn't spoken.

My mother'd been dead for 12 years, | didn't dream | could speak it, but |
guess when you get there and nmy grandma teaching us the true Italian. |

asked this fellow, "My goodness, do we have to get in this line and get our
clothes? It would take me till the next day to get it packed." And he | ooked
and said "What do you have?" And | said, "Clothes, that's all | have." And

| gave him four packages of Pall Mall and I tell you I think he'd have carried
me back to the United States. So | got out of that custom pretty easy. But
getting back into custons in New York was another story. A few people didn't
put down what they had bought. So we were in there four hours. | was sur-
prised the difference in custons. OF course, they're going into Italy, you're
checked here, checked with machines, and | thought that was so bad, ny gosh
they enptied your purse and everything but when you get on that plane you are
very happy that they did it.

SC. Well, that's about all the questions | have to ask.
IM Well, that's about an autobi ography of ny life.

SC. Are there any other stories you' d like to tell, things you think of
about the area? Changes that have taken pl ace?

IM Well, | think the war has changed. Like my generation, our friendship
inthis respect: we still call. At one time there was only one tel ephone in
this part. During the war there was just one. OF course, now there is the

t el ephone and the change is, at one tine, not having noney, durint the depres-
sion, during the war, we wal ked to our friends, whether they lived on the
opposite side of town or not, we wal ked, we visited. Where as now, we don't
think of going across the street in a car, nuch |less go across the street to
bisit. During the war there was gas rationing and everything and it just
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stopped all the... Well, | had a car, but with the gas rationing, it cut
down. And | think TV has changed an awfully lot. We sit in front of the
tube and watch it where we really should be visiting each other. | nean,

those were the good ol d days when we visited.

SC. Well, this is great. I'Il just turn this off.



