BEATRI CE NOGARE

RM Well, we want you to tell us a little bit about what life was like in the
old days, what it was like in the mnes and anything that you'd like to start
out on. Why don't you tell us about your life in the mning canps?

BN. Well, it was hard in the mning canps to live. Because, they went to the
m nes and they didn't get very nmuch pay. They had to cone out on strike to
have them rai se the pay. Then we had to buy everything at the conpany store.

| came fromltaly when | was 21 nonths old, in 1908, but | don't renmenber then
My daddy came in 1906 here and he went to Maitland Mne, that was his first one.
Then he went to MacAnally and to Caneron. And fromthere he went down around
Trinidad, to that mne called Bone. Fromthere the mne, they closed it down,
and nmy daddy got a job at Sofield, | think in 1912 and in 1913 there was a
strike, so we had to go down into tents. That was about a mle from Sofield
and we lived there. | don't renmenber exactly how long we |lived there, but ny
youngest brother was born in 1913 and he was only one nonth old when we brought
hi m under the tent. Let's see, that's in May, he was a nonth old, and ny

daddy didn't get another job until he was 26 nonths off. He was off for 26
nmont hs wi thout pay. The union gave us a little bit, $5 a nonth, but it wasn't
enough. He finally got the same superintendent who was there in Sofield, and
he was a good man, and he tried to get my daddy work again but the shift was
about $1.50 and that was all right, if they had the props and rails when they
went in. But who was first in the line got there and needed the rails, they
took it, and the props and the one on the end of the line, he didn't have the
rails and props he needed and they had to cone home. No shift. After the 1913
strike, they had rails and props where they worked.

We had to buy everything at the store. The pay was only script noney,
this was before the strike, like the stanps that they give here now, they were
just alittle different, but they purchased stuff at the store. You couldn't
go to Trinidad, to buy anything. You had to buy everything at the store, with
your scripts, at the conpany store. You probably heard of that song 16 tons,
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it was just like that. If anybody would go down to Trinidad and buy sonething
in Trinidad, if the superintendent found out next nmorning they would have
their check time hanging on the hook, instead of the check nunmber they carry
back to the mine in the next norning so the boss would know who didn't come
to work. They would have to nove away fromthere, no nore work for themthere.
That was pretty tough for it was hard to get another job right away.

What the 1913 strike won was all this freedom They had to pay noney

and not scripts. They could go where they want to buy their stuff. That's

what they won, and then they raised their pay up

RM How about the safety conditions in the mnes, did that change after the
strike?

BN: Not right away. They didn't change themright away. When they won nore
was the 1922 strike. Now we were there in 1922, at Gordon Mne. They called it
Ski nner in those days. That's when they brought up the higher wages, | think,
it was $7 a day then, and they got some nore safety rules and then the nmen
didn't get killed like they did before.

RM So were there a | ot of accidents in the mnes?

BN:. Oh, yes, lots of them | got a brother that worked at the Del Carbon.
just forget how old he was. He's in California. And the whole top cane down
on him And we never expected himto live. He got a big lunp on the back of
his spine and doctors don't dare to operate on himor it would kill him They
paid himfor a dead man. He got a little insurance. They didn't have any

i nsurance, before 1913. In 1918 when they got the Spanish flu, some nen would
die in the mne, they take they out in the night and just bury them w thout
even the fam |y know ng, because the famly was down with the flu. That's
how bad the flu was.

RM So what woul d happen to the famly then? Were there pensions?

BN: No. Nothing. My brother, let's see it was 1942, he got hurt in the mne
and he wasn't able to go to the nmines no nore.
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RM That was the end of his mning days?

BN: Yes, he got into a business here. The other brother hel ped himout. And
then he nmoved to California. He's still there.

RM So you grew up in the mning canps? Were did you go to school ?

BN: The first school | started was Hastings.

RM Where is that?

BN: That's just before you go to Trinidad. You know where Ludlow is? You

just go west fromthere. There was Hastings and Del eque. My dad worked in
both m nes. Let's see Hastings, in 1908 or 1909. | can't renenber when the

expl osion was that killed nany people. | was so young then. | was just five
years old when we lived in Hastings. | can't renmenber all of it.
But sone way or other, ny dad, he noved away fromthere. | don't know

the reason, he noved away just in time. O herwi se he woul d have been in that

expl osion, too. There was over a hundred people killed in that explosion. From
Del egue, we went down in 1919, see, ny dad didn't want to be a scab. He didn't
want to work during the strike, the strike of 1919, so ny dad went to California,
he had friends down there, and my dad knew how to weld, so we went to California,
for $5 a day, not $5 an hour or nore |ike now Well, ny nother got sick. She
went down from here and she was going through a change, so the doctor couldn't

do anything for her in California. The doctor said to come back to Col orado,

for the air, was a little higher, that would nake a difference. When she cane
back, she got well.

So we went down there in 1919, and | went to school, 13 nonths there in

San Franci sco. That was when | was about 13 years old. Then we cane back to,

Col orado. W went to Durango, instead of going to Trinidad. My dad worked in

the mine, and we lived in Perspeak Canp. He was out there for a couple years.
Then that slacked, they'd lay themoff. So he had to | ook for another job.

So he came back here to Wal senburg. That | can renenber better because | was

ol der. We packed all our things. W shipped our furniture, we canme here to
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Wal senburg and there was nobody we knew. We were four children, | was the
ol dest, and ny dad and ny nother, and we started wal ki ng from Wl senburg. And
we arrived at Gordon or (Skinner) Canp. My daddy knew the road an we wal ked up
to Gordon carrying our suitcases. | can't remenber how we got to know a man
that worked there, he was ltalian, too. So this man's wife, | remenber, they
gave us supper, and we didn't have to place to go, we didn't know where to go
wi t hout much noney. So they put us up, and the next day they went out to the
mnes to the superintendent and dad got a job there. So my dad stayed there
until | got married, in 1926.

Then they noved to Big Turner, which they called Del Carbon, you know,
there was Little Turner and Big Turner

RM Not far from each ot her?
BN: About a mile, yes. Big Turner is right there where there's a tipple yet.

You're from Gardner? When you cane from Gardner, don't you pass through Del -
Carbon on the old road. Del Carbon Mne is before Gordon Mne and still has a

tipple.
My dad nmoved up to Big Turner and he worked until he retired. Then he
passed away.

RM How ol d was he when he passed away?
BN: 72. He had Asthna of the nmines, so he passed away in Big Turner
RM Was that related to having worked in the coal nines?

BN: See, there's two types of Asthma. There's the mining Asthma and the one
that you inherit. And he had the m ning Asthnma.

RM 1s that simlar to Black Lung di sease?

BN:. Ch, | don't know, if they conbine together, or what.

RM It's a lung disease from m ning?

BN: Yes, frommning. At that tine they didn't even think about Bl ack Lung,

the way it is now Never heard of it. But the Asthma, yes. It nay be possible
it is the same thing. Could be the bad air or dust in the mne that causes the
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Bl ack Lung.

After that my brothers worked in the mne. One brother passed away in
1974, he had Bl ack Lungs. He was in Pueblo, a custodian before that, he worked
in the mnes. He started at 16 years old, he graduated fromthe ei ghth grade
because many parents did not have the noney for themto continue their education
He went to work in the nmines instead. That's how they used to do. He worked
up to 1950, and they closed the nmne. Oherwi se he would have died in Big
Turner, but they closed the mine and he got a job up at Lakevi ew school in Pueblo
from'50 to '73. Well, he was a retirer. About a year when they found hi m dead.
See, | took care of him you see, | had a son in Farm ngton, my own son he got
cancer. And so | had to go up there too, because he al ways wanted me to go up
there, and | knew | wouldn't see himvery much longer. So | went up there about
8 times, when he was operated for tunmor of the rectumthen. Fromthere it spread
to both of the lungs, and to the brain. He was operated on the brain, lived a
year yet. Finally it nmoved to the bladder and the doctors didn't want to operate
any nmore. It was terminal and he died. He didn't know he had caner of the
bl adder. The daughter-in-law didn't want nme to tell him but it was better to
tell him cause | like to know what | have and that's the way he was. He al ways
asked, "Why am 1 like this?" And | couldn't say cause if | did she'd get mad
and | didn't want to make any trouble. So, anyway, he died. First mny brother
and then ny son. So | had to care for both of thempart time and | couldn't
be with them steady.

Then, ny husband got cancer in '77. Do you want ne to tell you all this
famly and personal stuff?

RM That's what nmakes up your life.
BN: Well, ny Iife was a terrible one.
RM You've had a hard time, haven't you?

BN. A hard time, boy |I tell you |l have. Thanks to the Good Lord Jesus, he help
me to be strong and healthy.
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RM What kind of work did your husband do? Was he a mner also?

BN:. A mner, yes. He canme in 1922, fromltaly, and he came from Venice. Well
not right in the city of Venice, on the outskirts, and they call that place
Ski o, where he was born and raised. And he was in Wrld War | and in 1922 he
canme to Anerica. | met himin 1925 here in Gordon. He went to Rouse, first,
he said, | didn't know himthen. He worked in Pryor. | think Rouse was where
he started. And then the mne was slacking down and they laid himoff, and he
came up here to Gordon. And that's where I net him He worked there till the
depression. Then we bought this home here in Pictou, and we noved down here
in 1937. Picou is near Toltec. At the tinme we bought our home we were |iving
at Morning Aory Canp. The mine closed down. Gordon was only working a few
men three days a week. One was lucky if he worked three days. My brothers,
and dad were working at Gordon and he was out alnmpbst a year. He was on WPA,
he got $32. W had the home to pay, we paid a little bit each nonth, for $32.
Was not nuch for a famly of 4, even though everything was cheap. There was
a man that was working at Big Four, | told ny husband, "Why don't you ask that
man, he is a nice man, maybe he will help you out." Cause they always have to
get another man that worked in that mne to ask the boss if he had a job for a
friend. The man asked, and ny husband got a job. So this is the way my husband
quit the mne. | don't know the name of the man, but | knew his wife, she
wor ked at Montgonery Ward, she was a nanager there. Her husband was Italian.
Anyway, this man worked with ny husband in Big Four M ne. They called him sl ug,
I don't know his real nanme. Well, this man got hurt in the m ne very bad. He
wasn't able to work in the nine any nore. The whole top cane down on him |
think this happened about ten years ago. They lived in a trailer down here in
Wal senburg. Course his wife went to work and he was doi ng some work and what
started a fire nobody knew and he di ed, because he couldn't get away, because
he was hel pl ess.

Then anot her acci dent happened in a short time in the sane place nmy husband
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was wor ki ng. Before this happened ny husband was the head man on the machi ne.
The machine is called, conveyer. Then my husband didn't want to be head nman
anynore because it was too rmuch responsibility, so he was a hel per. And he
was working with Smley, | don't know his real nanme. This nan had a famly of
10 children. One of them maybe he was the oldest, | don't know that, well, he
got killed in the Air Force. Then not very long after this happened Sm | ey
the father of this boy got killed in the nmine and ny husband got shocked t oo,
and he nearly got killed, and out of that he didn't want to go to the nines no
nore. He tried it, but he didn't succeed. So in 1952, he went out to the

ordi nance to work, to (Pueblo Ordinance Depot). He retired in 1961, or 62, he
was sick. He's not feeling too good but he's still alive.

Let's see what else | can tell you. Can | tell you about ...what happened

to Tony Benassi?

RM Uh, huh.

BN: Did you know M. Benassi? He had a hall here in Toltec. It used to be a
dancing hall, and it been down now.

RM Was that here in Toltec? Yes | knew the building but | didn't know Benassi

BN:. When this happened, because we were still in Mrning dory when we noved
here one day he came here to our honme, he told us what had happened.

BN: You know the building where it burned down? Yes, there was also a si x-

room house near the hall, the six-room house, some Spanish peopl e bought. And
they tore it down, the big six-room house. Benassi used to live in it. But
the | ady owned the house, Benassi he owned the hall. He was boarding with this

wi dow woman. She took in boarders. He was working here at Pictou Mne, this

is what he told us. W weren't even here when this happened. W were at Gordon
Canmp. He was working night shift. When he went into the m ne there was no
snow but when he canme out of the mne there was snow. So he started out to go
hone and he went down near one of the shafts down he went. It was a wonder he
didn't get hurt or killed. It was deep, he said. | know, sonmetinmes | used
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to go up there and |I've seen a |lot of those holes. The woman he was boarding
with, she was expecting himhone at a certain hour and it was way over the hour
when he shoul d been home. So she went over to another friend to get help, told
hi m Benassi hadn't conme hone yet and she wanted to go see about him the man
and her went to see what happened, if he got killed in the mne or sonething.
So this man and her went up towards the mine and they came near this shaft and
they heard sonebody holler. So they hollered to himand that was how Benassi
got saved. The other man went hone and got a rope and put it down, and this
woman and him .. Benassi was a big heavy man, but they got himout. He al ways
sai d that woman saved his life.

Then we had the Wobblie Strike of 1937. But it was a Wbbley strike. W
didn't gain anything then. | forget who put that on, that wasn't the union
| don't remenber who it was.

W had a lot of little strikes every so often, until our wages got up
hi gh, now they are way up high.

RM What did they nmake before the strike in 1913?
BN: About a dollar fifty a day. If you could work
RM And after that strike what did it go up to?
BN: They raised it up sonme how, | don't know, | think it was not raised to
much but it was better then before they had nore freedom they paid with noney
not scripts they could go and buy food in other stores. W noved to Del egue
in 1918 then the strike of 1919 broke out, we went to California.
The best | can renmenber is Hastings, | started school there.

RM How many children would be in the school? Was it a abig school, or a
smal | school ?

BN. It was a big school
RM Did they have school year round?

BN: Li ke they do now. They had sumers off. Then at Del egue, that was a big
school there. I went to about fourth grade. No, I was in the sixth grade when
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we went out to California. Their teaching out there in California was much
different. | didn't like that. | loved school but this putting back, | didn't
like it. I always remenber that we had to recite George Washington and | coul dn't
catch on because we just read it up here at that tine. There you had to neno-
rize it too and | didn't know how to select the inportant points. | would just
like to read it and | could not understand these ways. So one day there was
this George Washington so what | do | study it and that was Friday and they
gave us that | esson for Monday so | studied all Friday all Saturday and neno-
rized. | said, "I'mgoing to make it that way.” | studied on Sunday. | made
sure | had all that George Washington just like it says in the book. So cones
time to recite and so here | wasn't first, because they knew | didn't know, so
they ask the others and nobody knew it. Nobody studied on the weekend. So they
came to me. So the teachers asked me about Washington and | got up there and

| just began just like it said in that history book. | just said every word
like that. Well, | had to recite nore questions because they didn't know the
right answers. | recited it all the sane way. Then the teacher told nme "Beatrice,

you don't have to learn the book like that, just the inmportant parts."” But |
couldn't catch on what it was. It was hard. But after | caught on I was al
right. That's what happen to me but | caught on then ny grades were 95, 98,
100, the teacher put me back in the sixth grade. | learn this where there is
awll there is a way and | |ove school. My trouble was we had to nove too
many tinmes to different schools.

RM Did your parents speak Italian at honme?

BN: Yes, my nother didn't hardly speak any English at all, but she did |earn
t he English | anguage.

RM And then your father |learned it where he was working?

BN: Yes, my father had learned it. He had third grade in the old country
and that's eighth grade here.

RM And had he worked as a nminer in Italy before he cane here?



BEATRI CE NOGARE ( PAGE 10)

BN: No, he was a wel der

RM A wel der, uh-huh

BN: He wel ded that bridge, that you |learn in geography. A French conpany
started that bridge, and they called it Chappou. It was fromConmpo Italy to

Swi tzerl and, was for an electric train.

BN: | went up there on that bridge. Wien we went back in 1956 to Italy.
went to see where | was born. The people who lived there didn't ask us in.

My aunt, ny father's sister, didn't know the people too well. So | didn't see
the inside of the house. It was a two story house. It didn't belong to ny

dad no nore because they sold it. So anyway, | saw the outside. And that's

up above Turin, they call it, | have to tell you in Italian, Cuorgne. Not

very far fromTurin. So | didn't go up where nmy nother was born and |ived.
That was way up on the Al ps. W didn't have enough tinme, because nmy husband
was working at the ordinance and they only got so nuch time, if you don't be
back by that tinme you | ose your job. So we didn't want to |l ose the job.

RM So how did your father decide to cone to this country, fromltaly.

BN:. Well, | guess he needed a job. | think, he had somebody over there, that
had been in Anerica and had cone back to Italy, then he decided to come back
to Anerica so ny dad cane with him | can't renenber now too good. Certainly
he didn't come alone. He came with sonmebody, so they cane to this country,

and they happened to cone to Wal senburg. It was a long tinme ago, 1906. | was
born 1906 in February and he arrived here in Decenmber. Two years after ny

not her and | cane. And ny brothers all were born here. | was born at Cuorgne

at four PP.M My nother said there was about 7 or 8 feet of snow.
RM That's a lot of snow, isn't it?

BN: Yes, it was very cold too, ny nother said.

RM It seens to be getting cold outside.

SC. So, how many children were in your fam|ly?

BN: Three brothers and nyself.
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SC. And did they all work in the mne?

BN: Yes, all three of them One, the first tine he started, he was worKking

on the tipple, and tipple burned down one day. | was already married then in
July and this happened in Septenber. The tipple burned down and | had six
boarders. Houses were so scarce. |t happened there was a w dow and she was

going to the old country and she had the furniture to sell and the only thing

we bought new, the bedroom set and the rest we had to buy hers. When you have
the boarders you can't have new stuff, better to get some old ones. So |I had

si X boarders and one of the boarders there was kind of off. He got injured

down in the m ne back east sonewhere and he had a brother up here who was al so
boarder with us and so his brother came up here and he was working in the Mrning
G ory Mne where my brother was working. And ny brother didn't work in the m ne.
He worked on the tipple and the tipple burned down and the next day he went

duck hunting, with this nan. He had a car, and he asked my brother to go hunting.
My brother loved to go hunting. So my brother cones down, because mny fol ks
couldn't afford very well and so nmy nmother sends himdown, said, "Go down to your
sister and see if she will give you a dollar for the shells.” You know, ne, when
it conmes to giving sonething like that, | amvery careful. | told him | said,
"Joe," | said, "You ask nme anything else,” I will give the dollars not for shells,
just like if | knew that something was going to happen. Which | was glad | did
not give himthe dollar or I would have that on my consci ence. Then nmy nother

had credit, too, and that's how he got the shells. He went out to the Buttes

to this lake. It's a | ake near Pueblo. Wth this man. And they shot ducks

and nmy brother was going to go in to get them He was a good swi ner. And

that's why | always said that somethi ng happened to hi m because | know he was

a good swinmrer. | couldn't see how he could drown. It was an argument,

guess, like that. The other man said it was himthat shot the ducks down and

my brother knew that it was him So he was going to try to go in to get them

You know the big BVD' s they were call then, underwear, well, he had these BVD s
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on and he had his shoes on. He didn't have the tine to take those off to go

in, because my brother, of course they didn't have no swimsuits then.
know t hat he woul d take his clothes off because he was a good sw mrer and

told my father and mother, | said, "I think, something happened." It was the
truth. Sonebody saw them They saw when the man threw himin. See, there's

why the BVD s and the shoes were on him Cause | knew nmy brother would take
his clothes off. And he threw himin there and then he cane hone and said,

that he drowned. And ny nother came down and they hadn't found himyet. My
eyes were red and she thought 1'd been quarreling with my husband she said,
"Well, I can wal k down tonorrow and find out.” Me, | was trying not to cry, not
to show her that sonethi ng happened, cause | knowed, she would get nore sick
again, course we didn't have the nobney to get here to a doctor, the nine where
my dad was working wasn't working too good at the tinme. When ny brother started to

work he said, "Momnow that | am working go and see a doctor, 1'Il pay the
doctors, so you can get well." See, that was the kind of boy he was. Well, any-
way, they didn't find himtill about three days, and | had a boarder M. |vy,

his name was, a nice man, with a daughter, he was a w dower, and his daughter
was a school teacher, and he was boarding with us, and he said, haven't they
found himyet? | said, "No, no luck today either,” three days in the water, the
fourth day, this man lost a shift to go over there and he fished himout. And
the man that was with him when hunting, he was telling themthe wong place, he
was just about 8 feet fromthe bank and he said it was way over in the mddle
of the lake. That's why they couldn't find him This nan found himright away.
We had the funeral in Septenber and he was only 17 years' old. Well, that
boarder | had, and he had a car. They called themroadster, you know, these
cars, just two can ride on. Well, down at Morning Gory. That's where this

man got killed. Somebody killed him | assumed that somebody killed him
Because he was nean to people. That's what happened cause we never found out
anything else. His brother was in the old country. | think, the county buried
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hi m

My nother and my other brothers. They went over to this |ake for some
reason, | don't know why. | don't know if they were gathering wood, or sone-
thing like that. There's a hone right close to the lake and a farm and those
peopl e there they came up and they recognized them and they said, "You know
that your brother didn't drown. You know that man fought with himand threw
himin the water. | was right all the tine, thinking that way. And ny nother
you know she was a good singer, and you know, she never sang no nore. It was
like she lost faith in everything. She died when she was 82. She broke her
hi p. She fell and broke her hip and her age was agai nst her

RM Do you remenber any of the union songs?

BN: Uni on Forever, but that's all the words |I know. | sang that so nmany times
in school, but that's all | renmenber.

RM Was there a feeling of brotherhood or conradship anong the mners in those
days?

BN: Yes, except at work, you know, sone didn't like the union. | renmenber

sonmet hing el se. Wen we were in the tents a mle from Sofield, one day while

I was in school. My nother told me this | wasn't there, when this happened.

My not her was doi ng sone | aundry, and she was out hangi ng clothes. My brother
the one born in 1913 was crying while she was going to see the baby there were
two nen not far fromher, they hellering at her, and they were mlitia nen,
they said stop and she couldn't understand so she started to go in and see

the baby, they came in ask ny nother if she would nove they would drive the
horses on her, they thought she was going in the tent to hide the guns. And she
at that time couldn't speak English. She was fortunate that a nei ghbor not to
far fromour tents saw what they were going, to do to her so he hollered for her
to stop because they were going to drive the horses on her and kill her. She
stop and the nei ghbor cane over and the two nen that Ms. Mdl ena, she was only
going in the tent to see her baby was crying, so they wanted to cone in and
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search the tent, she let themconme in and they did not find any guns, so they saw
mot her was telling the truth so they |eft her go. Nice that nei ghbor hel ped

my nmother, they m ght have killed her

At school one tine they were going to burn the school down. So the

teacher had been warned about this, and she sent the kids hone right away,

and tell the kids to hide down in the arroyo, cause there was an arroyo there.
So that's what happened there. W done this many tines we had to do that. It
was a serious business down that way. You know, it's the young ones now t hat
are gaining the profit of 1913, but it was the ol der people who did it. How
much they suffered. Many lost their lives. Now, the young are having a better
life. The strikes don't last so |long now, either

| heard it so many tines frommy father, it was told to him | don't

know which place it was but it was in sone canps, the 1902 strike. But where
it was | don't renenber. But anyway, there was a woman then, who had a little
child, and they had a |little goat and they would give the child goat mlk. And
you know they had to build a house down under the ground, to hide thenselves.
There was a | ot of massacres in that strike, too. They nmade a house under-
ground and they went down there and all they had to eat was that goat's mlKk.
It lasted a long time, too, that strike. Where it was, | can't renenber that.

I was trying the other day, but | can't renenber. That was a long tinme ago.

RM Do you have in your famly miners?

BN: Yes. Just my husband. One son had a business, he passed away. The ot her
is teaching welding at Junior College in Pueblo.
What you going to do with these tapes?

RM This will be transcribed and typed up and we will bring it back to you

and you can look at it and make sure we have everything right and then all the
information, the tape and what's typewitten will go in the basement of the
library, as part of the new county archives there. And so anybody that wants
to know about history or anything about the old days can go and find this
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i nformati on. Another thing that they want to do is have some progranms for the
schools on their |ocal history. Because they just don't have nmuch about their
own | ocal area and the history right around here.

BN:. The young children, like ny brother's, they don't know either. My son's
don't know. But ny brother's after they started work in the m ne they had quite
a few experiences with strikes but not |ike the previous ones.

SC: How many children did you have M's. Nogare?

BN: Two boys. | would have had three, but |I got scared, and I lost him |

was carrying him | was due in about a week and he was born dead, in 1935. |

got scared because nmy brother, this brother that died, and he got poisoned with
mango. Many peopl e were.

RM Vhat is that?

BN: Peppers. He liked the sal ads of peppers, and tomatoes. My nother wasn't
hone and he prepared it hinself. They came home from | ooking for dandalions,
when they cane honme he was already sick. My nmother made him sone camonil e
tea, but that didn't help. He suffered and suffered and my dad came to call ny
husband, because he was getting bad, and he called him "Get up. Jinmy's going
to die." And | heard it first because nmy husband worked in the mne and could
not wake himright away. | had three boys. No girls. No sisters. And ny
daughter-in-laws got two girls, no boys. One had three girls, one she's going
to be a nurse. Now she graduated, do you want to see?

One time in the tent we had a big snow, 1913. We had coal outside, but

we couldn't get to the coal. There was so nuch snow on the coal, we couldn't
find where there coal was. W had these nonkey stoves. We would take the

ashes down. There would be sone coals there yet and we'd put themin the top
again to get alittle heat. My daddy had to go out, because the tent was com ng
down. He told ny nother to hold the screen door, but nmy nother was short and
he didn't think my nother would get a chair and hold that screen door up so

it would hold up the tent, so he could shovel snow off the tent. By getting
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on the chair, she was taller and the tent was |ow and ny dad was shovelling
off the snow, he hit nmy nmother on the head with a shovel and nearly killed
her. He didn't know she was on the chair. He thought she was holding it
fromthe bottom She thought it was better to be on the chair, but it was
a bad idea. It just about killed her.

RM That was during the strike of 1913, when you were living in the tents.
BN: Yes.

RM That's a | ot of snow

BN:. There's another things, | don't knowif |I can tell you.

RM | can turn the tape recorder off if you want.

BN: | think you'd better.



