ALFRED L. OWENS
JULY 24, 1979

You want nme to start now? | was born in 1893 in nonth
of November.

Frances: You don't know the day.

Al fred: Ya | don't know the day, but | know the nonth
of Novenber 20th, 1893.

Frances: And where were you born M. Owens?

Al fred: In Franklin Washi ngton

Frances: In Franklin Washi ngton?

Al fred: Un huh, right about 40 niles from Seattl e,

Frances: And how.' long did you live there?

Alfred: Ohl lived, we lived in Franklin until | was

about 8 years old, and then we came to Bevera M ssouri thats
where ny sister was born, and then fromtheir we cane to |owa,
Youngstorm |l owa. And from Youngstorm |lowa, we came to Woni ng.
And from Woning we fame to Col orado

Frances: Have you lived here ever since?

Al fred: Un huh and uh we |ived and noved to Pictou first.
Frances: \What year was that?

Al fred: That was in, | think about 1902. And then we

noved to Pictori and lived up here in Wal sen Canp. And after
we nmoved from Wal sen canp, we went to Rugby, and thats where
| grew up. And then in 1913 | started working in the nines.
Frances: How old were you?

Alfred: | was 16 years ol d.

Frances: \Wat were the nmines like in those days?

Al fred: The mines was much different; than they are now

Practically all hand work, men had to dig Coal with a pick and
shovel and load it. They didn't have nmachines in the M nes
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t hen.

Frances: What did you get paid in those days?

Al fred: Well when | first started in the mine | got $1.10
trappi ng the door, and then fromthat | went to driving a Mil e,
| got $2.95 and 'worked 10 hours a day.

Frances: Thats a |ong day.

Al fred: Uh huh, and then after that I went to | oadi ng Coal
Frances: Tom Bodyconb, can you renenber that.

Al fred: 1've heard of the Bodyconmb's yes, he was the boss
driver up there and in fact when | would go to work | wanted to
| oad coal, and he'd always of fer somebody to make ne drive a
Mule. I was also working with a man nanmed Lukenbough, | think
Sam Tayl or married his daughter. | can renenber those things
back but its pretty hard to renmenber all things.

Frances: Yes it is, you have to stop and think about it
don't you?

Al fred: Uh huh, and then in 1913 | think that was the

year The United States went to War the Ist World War or wasn't
it.

Frances: Uh Huh, Were you in the war M. Omens?

Alfred: No. | went to the army but | never did go to
war .

Frances: \Were were you at?

Al fred: Well they sent ne to canp Huntstone and the Arm -
stace was signed in Novenber, | didn't get to go, but I was in
the arny at that tinme.

Frances: And Canp Huntstone was in what State?

Al fred: |In Kansas.

Frances: What did you do after you were in the Service?
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Alfred: | came back here, the mnes to work, the bot-
tom dr opped out and there was no work around here, and | went
to Des Moines, lowa and started working for Chicago Great West-
ern. Stayed there till the mnes started up, and | cane back
to Wal senburg. ,

Frances: \Wen were you nmarried M. Owens?

Alfred: | was married in lets see, | didn't cone back to

WAl senburg, | went to Rouse and went to work there, in the m nes
my nmother lived in Rouse at the tine, ny step-father got kil-
led in Rouse, so | worked in the mines for awhile.

Frances: You probably worked in all the mnes didn't you?
Did you work in the Big Four?

Al fred: No, | never did work in Big Four, but |I worked

in the Wal sen, and the Robinson and then | worked in Rouse, and
then I went to Raton, New Mexico and | worked down there in the
Mnes, | worked in Gardner, | worked 15 mles from Raton, |

was Kind of a runabout, but nost of ny time | put in Wl sen-
burg.

Frances: Theres really been a big change in the nines since
t hen?

Al fred: Oh! Yes.
Frances: Did you work in any of the nodern m nes

Alfred: Well Yes in Uah, | worked in Calnmers Utah, | ran

a machine there, cutting coal and was shooting it down and put-
ting it in conveyors. The conveyors would take it out, that's
the first mne that | worked in when they had conveyors. Since
| came back, | worked out here in Ravenwood, Mrning G ory.
When | worked in Ravenwood, Thonpson had that m ne out there.

Frances: What year was that?

Alfred: It was in 1953.
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Frances: What were you naking then? And what ki nd of wages
were you nmaki ng when you quit?

Al fred: We were making pretty good noney then, you know

in fact, when the 2nd World War was, | was nmki ng around, close
to $16,000 a year. That was good noney in those days, but the
government was taking part of that, a big part of that. Then
after the War was over | worked there til | got hurt in the mne
and stayed off about a year. | went back in the mne, and

wor ked until | was cleaning out fromthe machines, | was what
you called a Micker, and when Bill Crunp got killed out there.
He was the machine | oader, | had taken over and worked with him
and | was al so working with Ral ph Roybal, until | finished out
there and | haven't worked in the mines since.

Frances: Wat was it |ike during the strike M. Owmens?
Do you renenber the strike?

Al fred: The 1913 strike, | was in Rouse at the time, |

didn't know too nuch about the strike, the nm nes were working,
pretty good, during that tinme. We never had no trouble in Rouse
but up here they had trouble.

Frances: Just certain places were worse than others?

Al fred: Unh huh, In Hastings Nebraska, in Hastings Col orado

they had an awful time down there, | can renenber | was working
in the m nes when they had that Melita, killed all them people.
Frances: Down at Ludl ow?

Al fred: Unh huh, | was working then.

Frances: You didn't see anything that went on or you were
not involved in anything.

Alfred: No, | wasn't involved init, |I didn't see any of
it at all.

Frances: Do you think that it hel ped any? Then havi ng
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the big strike and everything? Do you think it hel ped the M n-
ers in any way?

Al fred: It helped theman awful |ot. There hasn't been a

big strike |like that since in Colorado, and you know t hey have
a nmenorial day, every year down there. To bring the attention

to the people what happened in the nmines. The m ners what they
are getting they deserve it.

Frances: Earned it, Right?

Al fred: Yes, the m nes was very dangerous when you go in
there, you don't know whether you're com ng out or not.

Frances: Well like you say they haven't had a big strike
like that since. It nmust have been trenendous.

Al fred: Yes, it hel ped an awful |ot.

Frances: The conditions inproved a lot in the mnes after
that didn't they?

Al fred: Onh! yes.
Frances: From the pay and everything el se?

Al fred: The pay and everything el se hel ped. After they

put the machinery in the mnes to cut coal and things |ike
that, it made a difference. The nmen didn't have to work as
har d.

Frances: |'ve heard sonme of them say that they treated
the animals better than they did the nen. In sonme of the
nm nes before they had the union & everything.

Al fred: Well | don't know too much about that, but the
thing of it is, when you worked in them days in the mnes
if you laid off a certain amount of tinme, there were a | ot
of men, and they could get mners anywhere. If you laid off
you just lost your job. Wien they sent you to a place to
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work and if you didn't work there, there was soneone else to
take your pl ace.

Frances: You didn't attend the schools here?
Alfred: | went to school in Prinrose.

Frances: To what grade?

Alfred: | went to school in Rouse, and in Prinrose and
went to school in Pictou, | was a little bitty fellow |
think Pictou school was the first school | went to, and after

we noved to Wal sen canp, up here | went to the school. There
wasn't no Y.P.WW vyou know the Y.M C. A there was nothing
like that then. The houses up there was 2 stories. They had
apartnents, upstairs, and downstairs, and 2 famlies in every
house then.

Frances: How many was in your famly M. Owens?

Al fred: Well | cone out of a big famly theres 5 boy and

4 girls. Me ny father and Harry were the only ones that work-
ed in the mnes. My father was a nusician and he served in the
army, He was in 9th Calvery, ny father married ny nother when
he was in the arnmny.

Frances: Could that have been the Civil War?

Al fred: No, it was the Spanish American War.

Frances: Do you renenber themtelling you anything about

the ol den days, your grandprarents? Did you know your grand-

parents?

Al fred: | knew ny grandparents on ny nothers side, but
my fathers side | didn't know them

Frances:: Were did they come fron?
Al fred; My nmother was born in Bevera, M ssouri, and ny

grandf at her was born in Seattle, they were mners. My grand-
father was a miner. | have sone folks in Seattle yet, and
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there was one of ny uncles, | never did see him but he was
t he youngest. My nothers nother was a full bl ooded Indian

Frances: VWat ki nd?

Al fred: | don't know what kind of Indian it was, my nother
was half Indian, So | got a little Indian blood in ne

Frances: Do you renenber anything about any of the out-
laws in the old days?

Al fred: No, | don't know nmuch about the outlaws, we heard
of them Jesse Janes, and all of that bunch, but was never around
t hem

Frances: Wat was Pictou school |ike when you went there?

Alfred: | notice children in school in them days |earned

a lot nore than they do now days. Because | never went to but
the 5th grade in school, because | had to go to work, and help
raise the famly. But | do knowthis | only went to the 5th
grade and theres a | ot of the children that graduated here in
Hi gh school, | hel ped them W had short division, |ong divi-
sion, and things like that when | went to school. W | earned
our tinmes tables, |earned how to add and subtract, and spelling
cl asses. Children were nore apt to |learn than they are today.

Frances: It was nore a luxury to have an education in
t hose days, Now then it's different

Al fred: Yes It's different altogether.

Frances: But |ike you say; You only went to the 5th grade
because you had to work, and children of taday has got it easy.

Al fred: Thats for sure. Theres a different type of child
today, than when | canme up, you didn't see children fighting,
and drinking and drunk and things |ike that. Snoking cigar-
etts you didn't see that. You could see children playing to-
gether, and didn't see fighting all the tine.
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Frances: They got al ong better?
Al fred: Yes

Frances: Wat about the people, The people got al ong
better too didn't they?

Al fred: Everbody in the canps got along real well, No
you didn't see fighting and people killing one another, In
fact killing when | cone up | didn't see nmuch of it. But now

days sonebody's getting killed right around us.
Frances: \Wat sort of |law was there in those days?

Al fred: The | aw was good, you didn't see so nmany | aws.
At the canp they didn't have any, they had what you called
ni ght watchmen's. They didn't have to rmuch | aw.

Frances: Now weren't those Marshals, werent they nore
or less to protect the mine property?

Al fred: Night watchnens, Yes, thats what they did.
Frances: They really didn't bother the people that nmuch?

Al fred: No, they didn't bother the people at all. W
didn't have no trouble in the canps.

Frances: Kind of a neat way to grow up Wasn't it?

Alfred: Yes it was real nice, in fact you didn't see
much trouble.

Frances: What kind of ganmes did they have, and thing
they played in the canps.

Al fred: They had baseball, and they there used to be

a Mexi can gane they called shinney, and its sonmething |ike
golf, it had like a golf stick. In fact we used to go up in
the woods and get wood & bend it, you see it had a bend and
you had to a ball and you couldn't pick it up with your
hands, You just hit it with the shinny and you'd go from
goal to goal. Then we used to play Rugby football
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Rugby football was played with an oblong ball, nade |ike a
football, but you couldn’t pick it up with your hands, you
ki cked it.

Frances: |'l|l bet that got pretty rough?

Al fred: Yes, it was rough, You couldn't pick it up with
your hands, and you had goals to go to.

Frances: Sounded |ike fun
Al fred: Uh huh, Alot of bruises to.

Frances: Wre there any special holidays that you cel e-
brated in those days or was it just like it is now?

Al fred: There was the 4th of July, and the same holidays.

Frances: Did they get teogether nore and have big pic-
nics, and famly get together

Al fred: Yes, out here there used to be a Grove, big trees,
they used to have barbeques out there and there were al ot of
trees.

Frances: Do you renmenber when they built the Pavillion
wasn't there a swi mm ng pool there too? In back of your house
over here?

Al fred: There was a swi mmng pool ritht back here but the
Pavillion it was done in |ater years. Way back then they did
not have no pavillion and when Rouse shut down they noved
some of the things up here that they had in Rouse, they used
to have a good tinme, you dinn't have to conme to town to have
a good tine. In the canps they had dances & football ganes
and tournaments and things like that in the canps. You could
have nore good tines in the canps than you could conming to
town. You didn't have to go for, and the baseball games, we
used to travel fromplace to place, each canp, the CF.GI.
Bal | pl ayers, they got good jobs, they'd send off and get them
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good ball players and they'd give them good jobs.

Frances: Just like they do now? They help themout in
their jobs or whatever if they play good ball?

Al fred: um hum

Frances: How about your church M. Owens? Wat church
do you bel ong to?

Al fred: The Church of God in Christ.

Frances: Has it been here a long time?

Al fred: Its been here, It started up in Canp, Wal sen Canp.
Frances: In those days?

Al fred: Yea, started out in Walsen Canp and they noved one

of the houses down here and put it on 3rd St. and its been go-

i ng ever since.

Frances: And that was since when?

Al fred: | don't know when the Wal sen shut down in fact,
when the Wal sen shut down | can't renmenber the year. They nov-
ed people to Cameron and some went to Big Four. | wasn’t worKk-

ing around here then, and | can't renenber.

Frances: Do you renenber when they had the big Flu epidem
ic?

Al fred: Lets see when they had the flu epidenmic, | was in
Ravenwood, working there and let's see, Wait a mnute let ne
see them when that Flu was wasn't it in, right after World War
I in 1918.

Frances: Did many people die?

Alfred: In 1918 | think | was just getting out of the Arny.'

They mustered ne out of the Army. in 1919, thats when | got out,
then | canme hone. Well | can renenber now , when that Flu em pem
ic, I was in Canp Loues Canp in Kansas. because a |ot of the sol-
diers died there. Let's see, | was in the Army at that tine,



ALFRED L. OVENS ( PAGE 11)

that was the beginning of 1917 and 1918. Thats when the Flu
epidemic was. | was in the Arny then.

Frances: Do you renenber your G andnother, Did she have

any renedi es, that she used to give you for, well whatever you
had?

Al fred: Well | don't know about my grandnother but my

not her used to nake different, she used to get different herbs
out fromthe hills and make teas, and things |like that. and
know ny not her used to get sone kind of stuff and make soap
out of it, | can renmenber that. | don’t know what it is, what
it was. She used to get weeds and things and nake sone ki nd

of nmedicine tea, tea like and she'd give it to us.

Frances: And it worked?

Al fred: Uh huh.

Frances: Was the soap nade out of Soap weed?

Alfred: | don't renenber.

Frances: You didn't help do it?

Alfred: No, | didn't help do it No. | never was in fact,

the girls done the work around the house and then the boys done
t he work outside.

Frances: They nmde t he Money?

Al fred: Yes.

Frances: That's a pretty good fair exchange.

Al fred: Yes, now theres 3 of us boys went to work and hel p-
ed raise the fanmily. The other children got to go to school

Frances: Thats kinda the way it was in those days wasn't
it?

Al fred: Yea, we had to go to work early.

Frances: You |earned the hard way maybe thats how come you
know as much as you know because you learned it the hard way.
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Al fred: Yea, W had to | earn. Fromthe school of hard
knocks, like ny nother says.

Frances: Did you have any chores that you did around
the house, or did you just do the work.

Alfred: In fact the girls done the work inside and the

boys done the work outside. W you know hve to get in Coa
and wood & things like that, In fact we know what we had to
do and we done that. Qur folks didn't have to tell us what
to do. | know of the Ist 3 boys the oldest first 3 boys
when we woul d hel p one another outside, and our work wasn't
har d.

Frances: It a far cry fromwhat the kids do these days
isn't it?

Al fred: Yea, alot different fromthe child of today. W

woul d hel p one another and | know in the house the girls would
hel p one another ny nother would get up and fix breakfast and
things like that the girls would clean up the house and wash
the dishes and things like that. They in fact taken care of

the inside, (and helped with the little children too.)Yes thats
right (I think thats why people could have larger families be-
cause the older ones would help with the little ones, and it
wasn't quite so hard.

Frances: Do you renmenber what it was |ike during the de-
pression M. Owens?

Al fred: During the depression, | was in Ravenwood at the
time of the depression and they was given commpdati es out,
used to bring. | had what you call Erskin car, and | used to

bring people from Ravenwood over here to get commodities and,
one day | asked her, Ms Sumers she was the one giving out
the commdities, | asked her for sone comodities and she
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said Alfred, | can't give umto you and | asked her why, she
said | can't eat that autonobile, she said but you can run it.

Frances: And what were they just staples? Wat kind of
things did they give?

Al fred: Well | don't know the commdities they'd give them
different dried stuff, you know it was all in a pack and they
used to take it.

Frances: Like dried m |k, eggs?

Al fred: Eggs, and things |ike that and | was bringing them
over here and taken them back. In fact when | |eved in Raven-
wood during the depression, we had a garden and we rai sed al ot
of things and | was working aroung about 4 or 5 days a nonth.
for the governnent. | never did get on the WP. A

Frances: Just made it by whatever you could find?

Al fred: Well You know | don't know | always been able to

take care of nyself always. | don't know how it came about

but 1've never have the depression, didn't bother me nuch we
pl anted gardens and then | worked 4 or 5 days a nonth and what
| made we put it to use.

Frances: Well things were very cheap then too weren't
t hey?

Al fred: Yes. awful cheap.

Frances: If you just had the few pennies it took to buy
them you were | ucky.

Al fred: Yea, you know the noney then we had and they were
awfully good to nme out there in Ravenwood in fact, | didn't
pay house rent. Well I'mtrying to think Tormy Thonpson.

beli eve was running that nmine at that tine Durring the depres-
sion, and they were awful good to ne too. In fact he was good
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to everybody, Tonmy Thonpson was a good man. And the little
bit of work he helped ne out quit a bit too.

Frances: It kinda works both ways, doesn't it?
Al fred: Unh huh, yep.
Frances: What kind of vegetables did you grow?

Al fred: Everything, well we grow cabbage, lettuce, dif-

ferent things, beets, and cucunbers and things |like that and
we had and I ndi an man he was a bachel or out there and he would
help ne in the garden and when the cabbage woul d grow up, we
would dig a ditch and put the head down and cover it up. \Wen
the snow would fall you tal k about sonething good. When you'd
take the cabbage up you'd only take 1 at a tinme, you know but
after the frost fell on themthey were really good.

Frances: And this man was an | ndi an?

Al fred: Unh huh he was an Indian neane Henry Clay in fact,
he died in ny house.

Frances: He was one of your friends?

Al fred: Yes, Well you see, he was a full bl ooded I ndian
and he knew ny fol ks when they were in Arkansas, and he knew

all of us, see in fact, when ny father, | had a brother born

in Gardner, New Mexico, | don't know, In them days people did
not stay long in one place. | can renenber we lived in Wom

i ng, Arkansas and Col orado. | can renenber that.

Frances: How did you travel in those days, did you have
a car?

Al fred: No, there was no cars, Trains.
Frances: You went on train?
Al fred: Yea, in fact you didn't see no autonpbil es when

I was conming up. The first autonobile
living in Prinrose | was going to school and | think it
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was a Studebaker and us kids followed that thing all over canp.
Yes it was a Studebaker thats the first car | ever seen

Frances: Did it go very fast?

Alfred: Well it don't look like it went very fast to ne,

in fact we would run behind it. Well he got a kick out of us
the first autonobile we ever seen and he didn't run it too fast.

Frances: But when you traveled it was nostly by train?

Al fred: Train, nostly by train, there wasn't no buses or
things like that when | was little.

Frances: \Wat was the Country like? It isn't like it is
now right? Even the Country was different?

Al fred: Oh Yes.” You know you didn't have no paved streets
and things like that, just natural roads. You didn't have no
paved streets & things like you have now G| roads and things

like that. | can renenber the streets here there wasn't no pave
ment on it at all. and | can renenber in Walsen Canp you didn't
have no oiled roads & things |ike that and you know I'I| tel

you an ol d person around here | can renenber them W |ived
right close to themup in Wal sen Canp. Youricks, Ceorge Your-
ick. We lived right across fromthem up in Wal sen canp, they
were raised up there, In fact | think he had some brothers and
sisters that was born here.

Frances: Now these Indians you tal ked about were there
al ot of Indians around at the tine you were growi ng up, these
peopl e that were friends of yours?

Al fred: In Catal pa New Mexico, Yes there were al ot of
them In fact the had an Indian Canp right out in Catalpa. In
fact 1 went to school with them | was a little bitty fellow

Frances: Did they have Special Indian schools or was it
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just a regul ar school ?
Alfred: W all went to the same school

Frances: Not |like it is now, everybody did the same thing
in those days?

Al fred: Yea we went to the sane school but the |ndians

they had a place out to thenselves. They didn't live in the
Canmp, and they used to go around the houses and beg and things
li ke that.

Frances: Did they work in the m nes too down there?

Al fred: | never seen one in the mnes | don't think they

worked in the mines. No, | know they didn't. When | was little.
But we went to school together, that was when we first lets see
were we first came from M ssouri, we canme to Catal pa, New Mexico

Frances: And you said your grandnother was an I ndi an

Al fred: Unh huh, But she was an Indian fromup in Seattle.

That tribe up there. | don't know what tribe they were | really
don't. Theres al ot of towns up there naned after Indians. uh
huh theres quite a bunch of Indians up there. My grandfather
married an Indian. She was a full bl ooded Indian and My nother
was hal f bl ooded I ndi an

Frances: Can you renenber anythi ng about anything el se you
would like to tell me M. Ownens?

Al fred: Well Jeff Farr, you know he had a deputy naned Shor-
ty Martinez, and he was a big tall fella, | can renenber them
well and then but | want to tal k about Furphys.

Frances: Oh thats fine.

Al fred: Herb had sone brothers and one of themwas a butc-
her and he and they were nmean people. They Irish nens, and
can renenber Herb used to drink alot oh yes, he was a real Irish
man. In that respect, and we would go hunting Hardi ng Long, and
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Bob Turner we all used to go down hunting. That was when | was
working in Turner in Ravenwood, no in Mdrning Gory. And we
used to go hunting and take himhe'd go out. He would go hunt-
ing first and when all the rest of us left he'd come back to
the car and sneak all the liquor. He was a corker. Yes he was
that, but he was a good person. Yes sir | loved that man. He

hel ped al ot of people. In fact he hel ped other people nore than
than he hel ped hinself. and | can remenber when he stopped drink-

i ng.

Frances: After a good nany years?

Al fred: Yes thats been a long tinme back. Yea | know the

Fur phys, one of his sons married a girl here | think her parents
are here in town yet. SHepic gir

Frances: Shepic

Al fred: Uh huh

Frances: He was nmarried to ny nother for about 15 years.
when he died he was married to ny nother.

Al fred: Herb?

Frances: uh huh,

Al fred: So Herb was your step dad.
Frances: uh huh, Herb was ny step dad
Al fred: Well where do you live now?

Frances: | |ive down on Kansas down by the hospital way
down, a bl ock over fromthe hospital

Al fred: And what is your nane?

Frances: Daher, you probably knew the Daher's too, didn't
you.

Al fred: You are a Daher
Frances: | was married to Mbses son, Danny.

Al fred: Danny, they used to un the the store over there on
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4th street. And | can renenber Dell a.

Frances: Uh huh, thats nmy husbands first cousin.
Did you know t he Canpbells?

Al fred: Canpbell, What was his first name?
Frances: M C. Canmpbel |

Al fred: Ms. Canpbell Wat was her first name? Ch! she
died here in town, yea and her husband and she had 2 children

Frances: A boy and a girl.

Al fred: And the boy got killed down here in Texas, and
El sie shes in California.

Frances: Isn't she a nurse now?

Al fred: You know El sie was kinda off.

Frances: You know | grew up with those kids, | renenber

when Jeff shot his fingers off with sonme bl asting caps he found.
He blew all his fingers off.

Al fred: | remenber that, So you was raised with then?
Frances: Uh huh, we grew up together and the Journeys.

Al fred: The Journeys | know t hem wel |

Frances: Wat about then? You weren't related to then?
Alfred: No, | was no relation, the Journey girls are in
Denver now, and 1 them|lives just about Elsie she lives
about a block fromny daughter.

Frances: Oh: ny goodness do you see then?

Alfred: | see themonce in a while, | think the rest of

them are dead. Elsie and them | think he went to California
he died in California.

Frances: What about the Barnes's Do you renenber the Barns?

Alfred: Lets see I'mtrying to think there was Robert and
Bob Barnes. Both of them are dead.

Frances: One of his wives is here shes a nescan, shes living
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here, and | think Bob, he married that girl Rachel Pino, and
I think she's around here in town sonewhere.

Frances: Were there any prejudi ce agai nst Negros in those
days M. Owens?

Alfred: No, | can't renmenber, You know | was raised up a-
round white people and | can't remenber no prejudice

Frances: Everybody got along well didn't they?

Alfred: I, In fact we played ball together, we went toget-

her and | can't renenber no prejudice. | never had no probl ens
and then when we, ny father taken sick in Arkansas that was lets
see the year of 40 it was 42 or 43 ny father died in Fort Smith
Arkansas. | went down there to see himand the boy was in the
army you know they after you get below, | don't remenber the

pl ace in Kansas. They Jim Crowe'd you and one of the boys was
in the Arny and he was sitting in the JimCrow car with ne,

tal king to one another and so the conductor told himto go in
the other car, and he wouldn't he said | paid nmy fair and I'|
sit where I want. He was a white boy, and we sat there until

we got into Arkansas. Arkansas was Jim Crow, and | know t hat

but I wasn't raise up in Arkansas, and | don't know nothi ng
about it.

Frances: But they didn't have those kinds of |aws around
here did they?

Al fred: No never, | have never seen a place that | couldn't
go in.

Frances: The only place | renenber is at the novie. they

used to have, You'll excuse ne if | say this, they used to cal
it nigger heaven. The col ored people used to have to sit way
up in the back. Do you renenber that?

Al fred: Listen, | want to tell you this I know when Chillens
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was Ji m Crowed, but | never was Jim Crowed myself. | went
and set where | wanted to

Frances: And nobody ever said anything to you?

Al fred: No, well thats as it should be. Theres never

anybody said anything and | think they brought it on thensel -
ves. | really do because they never said nothing to ne. and

| sat where | wanted. | really think they brought it on them
sel ves. They Jim Crowed thensel ves.

Frances: How that M. Owens?

Al fred: They taken these you know where they had these,
where the Negros was to sit. They went there. They went there
they Jim Crowed thensel ves.

Frances: If they'd have said |I’mnot going to sit there
it would have been different.

Al fred: Thats right if they'd have went anywhere el se
don't think they would have done anything about it. But you
know cause theres sone good people in every Nationality and

theres sonme bad in every Nationality. | think theres sone
good in everybody, but everybody | ooks at the bad side and
i gnores the good side. Well if you'll notice your step-

father, Herb, WII get back to him M nother used to wash
clothes for him his brother, he was a butcher, and he sat

in the house and drank beer, and thing |ike that, and | never
heard himsay a nigger at all. and then ny father used to

go together at all times down there in Prinrose. My nothers
done his washing. He was a butcher, and Herb, one tinme | was
living out there in Ravenwood. He was drinking and it was
snow on the ground, and he had drove off on the side and he
was stoping cars to get himout. So | happened up at the tine
when they were trying to get himout. And sonebody el se wanted
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to get in the car with himto drive him He wouldn't let no
body get in that car but ne. | told himl didn't want to get
in the car because | had ny best clothes on, and he grabbed
me and cursed ne too and put nme in the car and say, and you
gonna take ne hone, and | took him honme. Herb was a nice per-
son. Yea in fact he was better | noticed when he was under
taken there. Theres alot of people that mners that died here
and them wonen never did pay him

Frances: Well and a lot of things if it was, you know a
question of was it an accident or yes he hel ped themout in
t hat way.

Al fred: Yea, theres alot of people that should be grate-

ful to alot of what he did for them cause he hel ped them get
there benefits. Herb was a wonderful person, and his sister
is she dead?

Frances: No she's in a nursing honme in Trinidad.

Al fred: Oh! in Trinidad, She's living yet?

Frances; Oh Yea shes still alive

Al fred: She was a wonderful person.

Frances: yes she was a good person, In fact | visited her

Just a coupl e weeks ago, we went to Trinidad and | visited with
her, her eyesight is very bad.

Al fred: Ask he if she renenbers ne?

Frances: | will, next time | see her I'll ask her about

you M. Owens. There's getting to be very few of you people
around thats why we want to record what you have to say, be-
cause there's getting to be just too few

Alfred: Well | want to tell you this | don't think I"l
| eave Wal senburg until | get so | can't take care of nyself.
| love the people in Wal senburg. You see the plaque they gave
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nme.
Frances: No what does it say

Al fred: Take it down. It says! Alfred Omens in apprece-
ation for your dedication and support of the Wal senburg Athletic
Program 1979.

Frances: Oh how nice. and who gave you that M. Owens?
Al fred: The Hi gh Schoo

Frances: Well how nice, It's nice to be recognized for the

good things that you do. So nany tinmes they see the bad things
that we do but they don't recognize the good things, near often
enough.

Al fred; Well you know in fact | go up there and hel p them

out a lot. You know the children when they want to go to basket -
ball ganmes or away from home and things |like that. | take them
in the car. Joey Batuello over here is going to Notre Danme to
school, and I'm gonna niss himbecause he done all ny driving,
when we'd go to football ganes and things |like that, and cause
they other children at the High School. |I'Il take them cause
they call up and want to know, M. Omens Have you got a car

| oad? Can | go with you?

Frances: Oh! thats nice, Nowin |later years were'nt you
caret aker at the swi mm ng pool for awhile?

Al fred: Yea. Well after | retired, my wife worked down

there she was a janitor at the Catholic School for about 12
years. You know my daughter went to the Catholic school here
she graduated fromthe grade school and then she went to the
Hi gh School

Frances: What was her name M. Owaens?

Al fred: Vera Lee. Do yoy know her?

Frances: No. but | knew Alfred. Vera, was the class of 49
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t hey had their reunion.

Al fred: Her and ny neice, both was down here to it. My

neice lives in Colorado Springs. The Bassets. Do you renem
ber then? Well Lesslie and | married two sisters and so they
were down Dorothy, and ny wife, and ny daughter was down here,
and they just went home Yesterday, Sunday eveni ng. They cane
down here to the reunion the class of 49.

Frances: And your wife had worked at St. Mary’'s

Al fred: She’'d worked down there about 12 years and then

I worked takeing care of the Swiming pool. | just took care
of it when it was open, and the rest of the time | used to her
down there.

Frances: | thought | had seen you because when nmy son was
at St. Mary's | renenbered you being the Janitor down there.

Alfred: | used to help her, She's the one that had the job

| used to go help her. | was down there when El der Mbonsi gnor
Del aney. He was a nice person, In fact | used to go around
with himquite a bit and when | went to the hospital up there
in St. Mary’'s he cane by to see ne. He spent quite a bit of
time with ne. He was a nice person.

Frances: A very learned Man, Verry very Intelligent!
Al fred: Smart Yea

Frances: Any body that can build an organ Iike he did that
beauti ful .

Al fred: You know | watched himbuild that. He was buil d-

ing it when my wife was working down there. He used to go in
there and work on those things and | used to sit and watch him
Frances: Fascinating, wasn't it?

Al fred: Yes, and George Ritz can you renenber hinf

Frances:. Yes,
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Alfred: He used to go off and | used to take care of the

pl ace when he was gone. | done it quite a bit of work down
there for him George he |loves his children; and he used to
make things for them George had been sick |onger than any-
body. He had sonething wong with his head, and he used to

go to the Doctor fromthere in Trinidad. He was working on him

Frances: Your wife is no |longer living?
Al fred: No she died in 64.

Frances: Oh! That long. So you've just been here by your
sel f since then

Al fred: Yes. been by nyself. My children wants nme to cone

up there and sell this place, but I don't know, | have to live
ny life and I want themto live there life. | don't want them
to have to take care of me, until its tinme. | don't want to

be no burden to them

Frances: You do all your own, you take care of yourself
her e?

Al fred: Uh huh

Frances: Do you do your own cooking?
Al fred: Yes. | do nmy own cooking.
Frances: Are you a good cook?

Al fred: No, You don't have to be a cook now, all you have
to do is go to the stove and buy it al ready cooked.

Frances: Just put it in the oven and eat it huh?

Al fred: Thats all, and | take care of ny lawn and this

| awn, over here, cause these 2 houses belongs to ne. | think
the girl thats in there now she's the Ridges. You know t hey
stayed there a long tinme until they died; Then another girl
had it, and she to Denver, now this girl over here she's

an O Rourke.
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Frances: |s she just a young girl?

Al fred: Yes, She does sone work down sonepl ace, she isn't
marri ed.

Frances: Not Regina, Is it Regina?
Al fred: The ones not married, Thats her.
Frances: Does she work at OQtero Savi ngs?

Alfred: | don't know she works down there sonewhere, She
lives there now, she drives a little blue car

Frances: Yea thats who it is.

Al fred: Her sisters the one who canme up here and asked ne.

when the others mover if | would rent it to her, But | thought
she was married, so cone to find out she had no husband. | was
over there cutting the | awn the other day and she came out there
and wanted to help me. She cut it pretty good. Well when

went to Denver cause ny grandson got shot up there, she had a
push nmower out. She was out here pushing it and George was tel-
ling me how she was doing it. So the other day L was out there
cutting the lawn and she canme out to help nme. | showed her how
you know she don’t have to cut that lawn. | can do that you
know & things like that. And another thing about it you don't
have no hose to water because theres sprinklers, so its so nuch
easier to take care of,

Frances: So you're still pretty active? You still do your
own wor K.
Al fred: Yes, | still do my own work, my own cooking, and

I do my own washing. | don't do ny ironing, but | do my washing.
Frances: Things are pretty well?
Alfred: | don't ever do nmy ironing. Everything | have is

wash & wear, You don't have to bother anynore. alot of things I
have that you don’t have to iron, |I fold themup and put themin
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the drawer.
Frances: Thats right, thats all it takes. Well it seens
like you've lived a good rich life M. Owens. Well a full life?

Alfred: Yes | think it is, | really do. |I prepared for ny

wife, so that | thought there was an awful | ot of difference in
our ages and | thought that | prepared for her and she didn't
live to reap the benefits of it. She had hardin of the Arteries,
of, the bl ood, poor circulation of the blood, and she coul dn't
in fact theres nothing the Doctors could do about it.

Frances: How old was she M. Owmens, when she died

Al fred: She was around 65.

Frances: And you just have the 2 children?

Alfred: Yes, Well | had 3 children, | got one girl that

died. She's burried up there in the hospital. Up there in the
cenetary. | had 2 girls & 1 boy.

Frances: Alfred was very Athletic wasn't he?

Al fred: Yes, he got a girl and a boy. and ny daughter has
2 girls and 2 boys.

Frances: So that gives you Wat, 6 grandchildren?
Al fred: Six grandchildren.

Frances: Well that seens to be all the Questions M. Owens
is there anything else that you'd |ike to talk about?

Al fred: Well, | don't know, If there's anything else. D d
I tell you about the mnes | worked in up here

Frances: Uh huh, You told ne about the mnes, So what do
you do with your tinme now?

Al fred: Well | spend nost of it home, and the rost of the

time, and | go to church, and in the head Deacon up there in
the church and | teach in fact | do nore teaching than | do
any thing else. W have service twice a week. And we have a
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M ni ster he comes down here from Pueblo and hes a very nice per-
son/

Frances: What is his nanme?

Alfred: His name is Sanson Cal vin Sanmson, himand his wife
and he has children too. Lot of tines they, their son & his
wi fe comes down here

Frances: Do you have a very big Congregation?
Al fred: NO not too nmany | think theres around about 12.
Frances: Small| Congregation.

Al fred: Well But its nice YOU can teach, and be of service

to other people. | think that's our main purpose in life is to
see what we can do for other people. | think thats my reason the
Lord keeps ne here.

Frances: | think thats true.
Alfred: | do for others nore than | do for myself.

Frances: Well and like you say | think thats your purpose
inliving is to help others?

Alfred: | think thats the reason |I've lived so long. |'ve

been good to people and in fact during the depresssion? | brought
fol ks over here to get the combpdoties and things |ike that and
take them back hone. They didn't have ways, no cars or nothing.

| had what an Erskin, you know | bought it fromMke Reviglio

| bought it fromhimand Mss Sumers, | tried to get conmopd-
ities, and she wouldn't give nme none

Frances: Just wasn't poor enough huh?

Al fred: She said well she had something to fall back on?

I was driving that car, bringing those people over here, and
it couldn't run with out gas init, and | was driving it. She
had a point.

Frances: Yea thats true and I"'msure if you were hurting
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t hat she woul d have seen that you got sonething to eat.
really believe it

Al fred: Cause she like me, | know that and her husband t oo.
Frances: Now that was Ruth Sunmer?

Al fred: Unh huh He dropped dead out there at the m nes. He

was in with Thonpson out there and he was an office clerk, and
he was out shoveling snow and dropped dead. Had a heart attack
Well will all of this thing be on T.V?

Frances: No, now this is just our docunenting it. There

going to | think eventually there going to wite a book and its
gonna include all the people that we've interviewed in Huerfano
County. What it was like in the old days, and how what the | aws
were like and just different phases of peoples lives and they
want it documented in order to maybe some day put in a book

Al fred: The story of Wil senburg. The past History

Frances: The past History of Wl senburg, yea and OF Huer -
fano County, Gardner, La Veta, and the outlaying districts.
Al so there suppose to talk to people. So maybe soneday wel
have a book for you to read M. Oaens.

Al fred: | hope so.

Frances: See your name will be in it. How about that.

Al fred: That will be alright.

Frances: You'd like that?

Al fred: Well one thing about it if I'mgonna, if the book
cones out they won't forget ne.

Frances: Thats right, you'll be down in the History of

Huer fano County, and we need our old Pioneers the people that
were here along time ago. We need to know about what they did/
It's really been nice talking to you M. Owens. | thank you
very much

Al fred: Well your wel cone.



